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www.ausa.org 
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ORGANIZING TEAM 

 

Richard DeChant 
Executive Director, Tri-C Veteran Programs & Services 

www.tri-c.edu/welcome/veterans/Pages/default.aspx  
 

Marty Flask 
Director, Cleveland Department of Public Safety 
Chairman, Base Cleveland Veterans’ Committee 

http://basecleveland.city.cleveland.oh.us/index.html 
 

Rimantas Ray Saikus 
Treasurer, Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County 

Vice President – AUSA Newton D. Baker Chapter 
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JOINT VETERANS' COMMISSION 
OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY  

 

 
JVCOCC History and Goals 

The Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County (JVCOCC) was established in 
1935 to bring together the energies of the various Veterans organizations, work on common 
goals and commemorations. The JVCOCC sponsors the following events: Flag Day with U.S. 
Army Birthday and Naturalization Ceremony; Veterans Day; and the annual Officer 
Installation and Outstanding Veteran of the Year Dinner in February; supports the Memorial 
Day Association of Greater Cleveland to sponsor the Traditional May 30th Memorial Day 
observance; and now has partnered with the Association of the United States Army to 
sponsor the Armed Forces Outstanding Patriot event. It has also undertaken the establishing 
of a Liberty Veterans Honor Garden amongst the Cleveland Cultural Gardens and the 
restoration of Liberty Row, a memorial dedicated in 1919 with trees planted and medallions 
placed at their bases for those who were killed from the Greater Cleveland area during WWI. 

JVCOCC P.O. Box 32700 Cleveland, OH 44132-0700 
Tel. (216) 373-7799    info@jvcocc.org   www.jvcocc.org 

 
A Call to Preserve a Legacy 

At this moment, in our country, we have about 24 million veterans but our numbers are 
rapidly dwindling. We share a unique bond in that most have experienced the sacrifice or 
have a great understanding of it. Also there is an extension of us veterans, our families and 
friends, and the families of those who gave their lives for our country, most of whom also 
have a very personal knowledge of what call to duty demands and its toll on those who serve 
and their families. We have to work together, across all veterans’ organizations and as 
individuals, to make sure that future generations of veterans and families will receive the best 
care they rightfully deserve and our fellow citizens have a clear reminder of the price for the 
freedoms they enjoy. The significance of our contributions should not die with us and we 
should leave an easier path for future veterans to assert their role in our society. We salute 
and commend all who make a lifetime commitment to serve their fellow veterans, those who 
are currently serving our country and their respective families. Our numbers, when working 
in unison, can guarantee an outcome worth the legacy that we share.       

 

The Fisher House Program 
Cleveland VA Medical Center 

Embarking on the mission to build one here 
Excerpts from www.fisherhouse.org  

 
The Fisher House program is a unique private-public partnership that 
supports America's military in their time of need. The program recognizes 
the special sacrifices of our men and women in uniform and the hardships of 
military service by meeting a humanitarian need beyond that normally 
provided by the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs.  
 

Because members of the military and their families are stationed worldwide 
and must often travel great distances for specialized medical care, Fisher 
House Foundation donates "comfort homes," built on the grounds of major 
military and VA medical centers. These homes enable family members to be 
close to a loved one at the most stressful times - during the hospitalization 
for an unexpected illness, disease, or injury. 
 

There is at least one Fisher House at every major military medical center to 
assist families in need and to ensure that they are provided with the comforts 
of home in a supportive environment. Annually, the Fisher House program 
serves more than 11,000 families, and have made available nearly three 
million days of lodging to family members since the program originated in 
1990. By law, there is no charge for any family to stay at a Fisher House 
operated by the Department of Veterans Affairs; and Fisher House 
Foundation uses donations to reimburse the individual Fisher Houses 
operated by the Army, Navy, and Air Force. No family pays to stay at any 
Fisher House! 
 

In addition to constructing new houses, Fisher House Foundation continues 
to support existing Fisher Houses and help individual military families in 
need. We are also proud to administer and sponsor Scholarships for Military 
Children, the Hero Miles program, and co-sponsor the Newman's Own 
Award.      

 
 

Typical  
Fisher 
House 

 
 
 
 

Army and Navy Union Polish Legion of American Veterans 
Association of the U.S. Army Reserve Officers Association 
Catholic War Veterans   Southwest Asia Veterans 
Jewish War Veterans Ukrainian American Veterans 
Korean War Veterans Association United Spanish War Veterans 
Marine Corps League  Vietnam Veterans of America 
Military Order of the Purple Heart Waves National 
Navy Seabee Veterans of America  82nd Airborne Division Association 
Paralyzed Veterans of America  



Sea of Goodwill 
Matching donors with the needs of Service members, veterans, their 

families, and the families of the fallen 
Excerpts from www.equalhonor.org/Sea_of_Goodwill_17_May_2010.pdf  

   
The potential of the Sea of Goodwill is not just the nation’s government, 

non-governmental agencies, benevolent organizations, and institutes of 
higher learning. Its potential is in the heart of our nation’s communities – 
the citizens of those towns and cities. The country understands the 
interdependent relationship and responsibility of all participants, military 
and civilian, to care for our veterans and families. However, we may not 
have a clear understanding of how each support the other. Some of us are 
sergeants, commanders, captains, and generals who lead men and women 
into harm's way on faraway fields to preserve liberty. Others are community 
leaders, college deans, CEOs, and presidents who lead Sea of Goodwill - 
men and women in education, productivity, and change on the fields of 
capitalism and philanthropy. There are at least 400,000 websites for 
donors/organizations that support our Service men and women, including 
veterans’ service organizations. Donors may also be found on sources like 
the National Resource Directory www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov, 
published by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, for wounded, ill, and 
injured Services members, veterans, their families, and those who support 
them. Other venues to locate support are collated on Web sites like ―Warrior 
Gateway‖ www.warriorgateway.org  or www.military.com . 
  They may also be institutions, businesses, healthcare facilities and 
organizations, financial institutions, and other infrastructure that advance 
society. The visitors to these websites can find information on a variety of 
topics including benefits & compensation, education & training, 
employment, family & caregiver support, health, homeless assistance, 
housing, transportation & travel and other services & resources. 

The Sea of Goodwill assists our veterans in achieving the capacity for 
greatness that exists in them, their families, and the families of our fallen as 
they transition into civilian society. A successful transition and continued 
support will enhance not only veterans and families, but also the 
community. A veteran comes from an experienced and talented group that 
has demonstrated a willingness to serve their nation and community. This 
paper will enable a shared vision that is understood by both civilian and 
military members. It will provide a suggested Sea of Goodwill general 
azimuth towards which all of these diverse, well-meaning actors can channel 
their efforts to provide the most good for those they so strongly and lovingly 
wish to help. 
  

VETERANS DAY 2010 
 

SALUTING IRAQ VETERANS 
 FOR A JOB WELL DONE  

 
AND PRAYERS FOR THOSE STILL ON THAT MISSION, 

SERVING IN AFGHANISTAN AND ELSEWHERE  
 

  
 We take this opportunity to welcome our new generation of veterans 
and thank you for your sacrifice and service throughout Southwest Asia and 
beyond. We congratulate all for your commitment to continuing to 
contribute to your country, communities, families, fellow veterans and 
citizens through your pursuits in education, volunteering and careers. 
 
 You are special, take the opportunity to reach out to each other and 
continue those special bonds that you forged while in the service and 
especially while in harm’s way. Your mutual understanding will carry you 
through whatever obstacle life sends your way. Embrace the help of your 
family and friends to navigate past any turbulent experiences and take good 
care of yourselves, take advantage of any help offered and available.    
 
 Those of us who preceded you in service to our nation, along with our 
families and many a citizen, stand ready to continue to support you and your 
families. We have stood by you with our hearts and our efforts, rallied 
resources for you and your families while you were serving our country and 
we shall not forget our duty to continue in providing the care and resources 
needed to help you benefit from what you and your families have earned and 
deserve. You can reach out to us and we will be there for you and your 
families, we hope you continue to share with us your needs and successes. 
 
  We welcome you into the universal brotherhood of veterans, its 
traditions, and most of all our care for each other, our families, our fellow 
man, our communities and our country. May you find it as pleasurable and 
fulfilling as we have, find the passion to continue this legacy. Pass it on to  
those who will follow you with the enthusiasm and commitment that 
hopefully we have shown to you through our words and deeds.      
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GUEST SPEAKER 

 
 

THOMAS G. 
SWEENEY  

 

Vietnam Veteran 
 

Consultant 
 

Past TV Anchor/Reporter 
 

 
 

 

THE THOMAS SWEENEY GROUP, INC. - 1991 to present 
Communications consultancy firm specializing in public policy, community 

planning, television documentaries production on environmental issues. 
President - Serves as lead consultant and manager of diverse team of independent 
contractors. Clients include both public and private sector organizations.  
Responsible for new client development, relationship management, strategy design 
and execution.   

Sweeney is a consultant himself and is recognized as an effective strategist 
specializing in public policy and issue management with a unique ability to design 
and implement plans with impact and direct results. He has a distinguished 
background in journalism, public affairs, governmental relations and business 
ownership.  Sweeney is also known to be insightful, community minded and to 
possess exceptional writing ability and key skills in leading discussion, negotiation 
and debate. 
 

CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OHIO ~ 1996 to 1999 
Director of Safety and Service - Directed 160 municipal employees in nine 
municipal departments. 
 

OHIO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ~  1994 to 1996 
Director of Communications, Democratic Caucus 
 

WKYC-TV ~ 1981 to 1991 
Anchor/Reporter 
 

MILITARY:  
U.S. Army, Infantry Sergeant, 11th Brigade, Americal Division. Republic of 
Vietnam, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Bronze Star. Honorable Discharge 
    

VOLUNTEER/MEMBER: USO, Association of U.S. Army 
 

MARRIED: Wife Elizabeth A.  and sons, Tom, 16 and Connor, 14 
 
 

Our mission is to honor and 
empower Wounded Warriors. 
 
We do this through: 
 - raising awareness and 
enlisting public support for the 
wounded; 
 - fostering peer networks 
where wounded warriors can 
aid and assist one another; and 
 - providing unique, direct 
programs and services to meet 

www.woundedwarriorproject.org   the needs of the wounded warriors.  
 
  Our programs and services are structured to reflect our goal to make 
this the most successful, well adjusted generation of wounded 
warriors in our nation’s history.  Wounded Warriors who are well-
adjusted in mind, well adjusted in body, and economically 
empowered. 
Thus, our programs are focused on: 
   - Mind 
             -Project Odyssey 
             -Online Combat Stress Recovery Program 
             - Family Support 
  - Body 
             -Adaptive Sports Programs 
             - Soldier Ride 
             - Hospital Outreach 
  - Economic Empowerment 
             - Track Program 
             - Transitional Training Academy 
             - Warriors to Work 
 

Background on other Wounded Warrior Programs 
  
AW2 or Army Wounded Warrior Program is an internal program to 
assist Army Wounded in their transition while in the service. 
The Wounded Warrior Regiment is the Marines version of AW2.  
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EMPLOYER SUPPORT FOR GUARD AND RESERVES (ESGR) 
OUTSTANDING EMPLOYER HONOREE 

La Tina Johnson 
Director, Community Based Programs 

Cuyahoga Community College 
“2010 MY BOSS IS A PATRIOT” 

 
Ms Johnson has over 24 years 
experience in education on a secondary 
and post secondary level.  
 
She has been with Tri-C since 2000 
where she has served with the 
Workforce Solutions Division in 
various capacities.  
 
She provides leadership and 
management to community based 
programs, career development services 
and alternate funding sources that 
support Workforce training and credit 
programs.  
 
She also develops ongoing relationships 
with area employers to ensure training 
curriculum meets their needs. 
 
Her professional affiliations include 
American Association of Community 
Colleges (AACC) ; National Council 
for Workforce Education (NCWE); 
National Institute for Staff and 
Organizational Development (NISOD); 
YWCA Women’s Leadership; and 
Mandel Leadership Academy for 
Emerging Leaders. 
 
She received her Bachelor of Science, from the University of Maryland, European Division, 
her Master of Business Administration (MBA) from David N. Myers University. Ms. 
Johnson also is certified as an Achieve Global and ―Workin it Out‖ facilitator. 

 
Citation for the ―My Boss is a Patriot‖ award. 
 
Ms. La Tina Johnson has supported LCDR Lavrenchik’s military absences from his civilian 
occupation to participate in numerous military training, professional development, and 
mobilization readiness sessions consequently ensuring his ability to be fully qualified and 
readily available for activation and worldwide deployments.  Currently LCDR Lavrenchik is 
on active duty, previously supporting the Haiti earthquake relief operations and more recently 
supporting the response to the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon oil platform in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  In conclusion Ms. Johnson and Cuyahoga Community College continue to support 
all U.S. military veterans, assisting them with obtaining employment skills and achieving 
their post secondary educational goals. 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 
Martin L. Flask 

“2010 EMPLOYEE MILITARY VETERAN OF THE YEAR” HONOREE 
 

The Base Cleveland Veterans Committee is proud to announce that Martin L. Flask, a 32 year 
employee of the City of Cleveland, as the recipient of the 2010 Employee Military Veteran of 
the Year award.   
 

Director of Public Safety Martin (Marty) 
L. Flask has spent his adult life in public 
service. He joined the Jackson 
Administration in January 2006 and is 
responsible for administrative oversight 
of all public safety forces— the 
Divisions of Police, Fire, EMS, 
Corrections and Kennels—as well as 
general safety administration, including 
the Office of Homeland Security, Grants 
& Information Support Services, the 
Office of Professional Standards, and the 
Civilian Police Review Board. 
 

Flask began his public safety career as a 
military police officer in 1968 and was 
appointed in 1971 as a uniformed police 
officer for the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service. In 1973, he began his service 
with the Cleveland Division of Police 
and rose through the ranks to Chief of 
Police, a position from which he retired 
in 2001. 
 

Following his retirement, Flask was appointed Security Manager and Airport Security 
Coordinator for Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. He served as the liaison between 
the Transportation Security Administration of the Department of Homeland Security and the 
Airport. He was responsible for the development and implementation of airport security 
programs, emergency planning, Airport Security, Airport Rescue Fire Fighting, and 
emergency medical responses. 
 

Flask’s experience extends to the private sector as well. He was formerly employed as a 
Resident Security Agent for Major League Baseball, he served as an Assistant Security 
Manager for a retail merchandise chain, and he ran a consulting service that specialized in 
providing security-consulting services for area businesses and executives. He is currently a 
partner with his brother in two separate realty investment businesses. 
 

He is United States Navy veteran having served at the North Island Naval Air Station in San 
Diego, California, at the Midway Island Naval Station, onboard the USS Ticonderoga in the 
Tonkin Gulf, and at the Military Sealift Command in Brooklyn, New York.  He is also life 
member of the Ohio Chiefs of Police Association and a member of the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Ohio Retired Police Chiefs Association. He currently serves 
on the Board of Trustees of the American Red Cross of Greater Cleveland. 
 

Flask is married to wife Eloise and has five grown children, 14 grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. 
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THE JOINT VETERANS COMMISSION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
CITIZEN HONOREE 

Edward J. Zima, Sr.  
“2010 IN SERVICE TO VETERANS AND COMMUNITY AWARD”  

 
 
Edward J Zima, has been an Honorary Member of 
Pulaski Post 30 of the Polish Legion of American 
Veterans (PLAV) since September, 1969. During his 
years of membership, he volunteered on behalf of 
Post 30 at the Wade Park and Brecksville facilities 
of the Louis Stokes Medical Center and has over 
4,000 hospital hours earned helping our hospitalized 
Veterans. 
 
Zima related to those at the hospitals since he 
himself was a double amputee, he tried to comfort 
and be an inspiration to those who had lost limbs 
and were having problems coping with their 
disabilities. While at the VA hospitals, he would 
also serve coffee and donuts as well as call bingo for 
the patients in the recreation hall.  
 
Edward did not just limit volunteering to himself, 
with the support of his wife Patricia (now deceased) 
he engaged his whole family to volunteer in the care 
of the Veterans. He got his 7 children involved in 

helping out at the hospitals, daughters Kathy, Marylou and Genny and sons David, Edward, 
as well as Bill and Joe (the latter two sons now deceased). Edward has donated 5 ½ gallons of 
blood in PLAV’s name. 
   
Edward was also instrumental in getting his children involved with the PLAV, he and his 
wife led by example. He held the position of Post Adjutant for over 30 years.  He was  part of 
the committee in the early years that maintained and updated the Post when necessary and 
often volunteered his sons to help.  He participated in various committees, leading and  
supporting  major functions such as Evening in Warsaw as well as PLAV Veteran and 
Woman of the Year.  While his wife was Department of Ohio President he became active 
with the Department by taking charge of the hospitality for Ohio as well as National 
Conventions, a task he passed on to his son-in-laws, Richard and Tony. Edward’s daughter 
Kathy has served in various capacities including National President of the PLAV Ladies 
Auxiliary and daughter Genny is presently the State President of theDepartment of Ohio 
Ladies Auxiliary.    
 
Served as Secretary of bowling leagues for both Polish Legion of American Veterans and 
Polish National Alliance where he also assumed the duties of Director for Council  88 and 
Financial Director of Pulaski Lodge 2584.  
 
Edward is a man that is a living example that there are no limitations and a great supporter, 
for he has never hesitated to remind others of what Veterans have done for this country. 
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX – CLEVELAND CAMPUS 
STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Kathryn Parks 
“2010 OUTSTANDING STUDENT VETERAN” 

 
 

 
Kathryn Parks follows the footsteps of her 
relatives and friends into military service as 
she became the first female in her family to 
enlist in the Naval Reserves.  Now, as an 
Enrollment Advisor at the University of 
Phoenix Cleveland Campus, she specializes 
in helping military veterans pursue their 
education. 
 
Service in her blood.  In the military, she 
provided religious counseling and 
mobilization support to many sailors who 
were deploying to Iraq and Afghanistan.  In 
recognition of her outstanding work, she 
received the Naval Reserve Blue Jacket of 
the Quarter commendation and special 
recognition by The Secretary of the Navy. 
 
As a Military Certified Advisor for the 
Cleveland campus, she is trained in 
understanding all the benefits available to 
veterans under the new GI Bill.  She relishes 
her role as she guides veterans who are 
transitioning from the military to their 
civilian roles.  Part of her success is because 
she is currently in the MBA program at the 
Beachwood Learning Center and understands 

what skills it takes to be a successful student.  She is looking forward to receiving her 
diploma this coming June. 
 
When not working for the University of Phoenix, she volunteers for a non-profit organization 
that assists hundreds of individuals with credit repair, budget compilation, and a general 
understanding of money.  She collaborates with these individuals for five years making sure 
they return to being financially responsible. 
 
Her greatest accomplishment is being a mom to a beautiful five year old named Knia. 
Kathryn’s goal is to help shape a young lady that is kind to others, embraces difference and is 
first to lend a helping hand.   
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THE JOINT VETERANS COMMISSION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
VETERAN HONOREE 

Salvatore R. Felice 
“2010 IN SERVICE TO VETERANS AND COMMUNITY AWARD”  

 
Colonel Salvatore Felice graduated from 
Cathedral Latin High in 1953. While pursuing a 
Pre-Med curriculum at John Carroll University 
(JCU), he was also selected to attend the 
Advanced ROTC program and in June 1958, 
graduated with a BS (Biology/Chemistry) 
degree and Commissioned Second Lieutenant 
(2LT), U.S.Army Medical Service Corps. 
 

 Upon completing Active Duty Training at Ft. 
Sam Houston, TX in April 1959, he joined the 
256th GEN HOSP (1000 Bed), US Army 
Reserve unit in Parma, OH and served in 
various capacities until August 1982, when he 
was appointed Hospital Commander of the 350th 
EVAC HOSP (400 Bed), Canton, OH. (Felice 
was a Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) at that time). 
He was promoted to Colonel effective June 
1985 and retired mandatory in June 1986 with 
28 years of dedicated service. 
 

Under his command, the 350th earned the prestigious Phillip A. Connolly Field Mess Award. 
The unit was later activated to Saudi Arabia in 1991 as part of Desert Shield/Desert Storm. 
Felice was in the employ of The Cleveland Transit System (later the Greater Cleveland RTA) 
while attending John Carroll. He then also retired from the Transit System in early 1988 with 
36 years at age 52. Colonel Felice is the Junior Vice Commander of Post 34, the Italian-
American War Veterans. He is also a Life Member of the AUSA (Assoc. of the U.S.Army) 
and the ROA (Reserve Officers Assoc.) and member of the MOAA (Military Officers ASSN. 
Of America). Felice was commissioned as a Honorary Kentucky Colonel by the Governor of 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, May 1986. 
 

Colonel Felice has Chaired the last six 5-year JCU class reunions and Chairs the Class of 
1957 Endowed Scholarship Fund, which aids struggling seniors due to a family crisis. He has 
been the class columnist of the University's Alumni Journal/Magazine for over 22 years. He 
remains dedicated to numerous volunteer activities within the community including -  Board 
of Trustees Member, Parma Community General Hospital Health Care Foundation for over 
five years; The Knights of Columbus (both 3rd and 4th degrees); Airport Ambassador 
(Cleveland Hopkins Int'l. Airport) with over 3600 hours, plus the Air Shows, Food Shows, 
Tall Ships, U.S. Figure Skating Championships to name but a few. He has been honored with 
a number of civilian community service and dedication awards, including the JCU ALUMNI 
MEDAL in March 2006 – the highest honor given by the University's Alumni Association. 
 
 
Colonel Salvatore Felice has been blessed with the support of his bride Rose Marie, of 51 ½ 
years, six grown children and twelve grandchildren – eleven boys and one girl. 
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CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WEST CAMPUS STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Arnaldo J. Torres 
“2010 EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP” 

 
 
 
Torres is currently a student at 
Cuyahoga Community College 
Western Campus and started his 
education there in the Spring  
Semester of 2009. He is a nursing 
major and expecting to graduate in 
May of 2012. 
 
He joined the United States Coast 
Guard in July of 2004 and served on 
active duty until July of 2008. 
 
Torres served with the Coast Guard at 
various duty stations including Cape 
May, NJ; Port Huron, Mi for 6 
months; followed by 6 months at 
Petaluma, Ca and then  spending the 
last 3 years of active duty here in 
Cleveland, Oh. 
 
His job rating was Operations 
Specialist with a concentration in 
Intelligence. His primary job was to 

vett foreign vessels that were entering into the Great Lakes and to analyze Field Intelligence 
Reports. 
 
 During his duty stint in Cleveland, Torres vetted over 600 foreign vessels, and analyzed over 
1200 Intelligence Reports. 
 
While serving in  the Coast Guard, Torres’ recognitions and awards included 2 Letters of 
Commendation, Presidential Citation with Hurricane device during Hurricane Katrina, and 
the Global War on Terrorism Medal. 
  
Torres has achieved the designation and working as a State Tested Nursing Assistant while 
attending school full time.  
 
His goal is to transfer to Cleveland State upon graduation from Tri-c, pursue his education 
and to earn a Bachelor's of Science in Nursing there. 
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CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
METRO CAMPUS STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Spencer Sharp 
“2010 EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP” 

 
 
 

 
 
Sergeant First Class Spencer 
Sharp was born in 1960 in 
Charleston WV.   
 
Cleveland became his home in 
1974. He graduated East 
Technical High School in 1979. 
 
After spending a year at the Art 
institute of Pittsburg he decided 
he wanted to do something else 
in life. 
 
Sergeant Sharp’s first 
enlistment started in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 1981.  
 
His first full tour of duty was in 
Germany as a cook for an 
Engineering Battalion. 
 
Following his tour in Germany 

he received orders to Fort Hood, Texas. 
 
In 1986 Sergeant Sharp enlisted in the in the Army Reserves.  In 1988 he transferred to an 
Ordinance Company as a Food Service Sergeant. 
 
In 1996 Sergeant Sharp went to Ammunition School and was awarded his second Military 
Occupational Specialty. 
 
In December of 2003 Sergeant Sharp was called back to Active duty for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.   
 
In 2007 he retired at the rank of Sergeant First Class. Today this 20 year Veteran of the U.S 
Army lives in Maple Heights; with his wife Linda.   
 
A student at Tri-C, he is pursuing an Associate’s Degree in Accounting.  He is also an officer 
in the College’s of the Veterans’ Today Club.  
 
 
 

BALDWIN-WALLACE COLLEGE 
STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Scott Michael Simmerer 
“2010 EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP” 

 
 

 
Scott Michael Simmerer served in the 
United States Air Force from 2002 to 
2008 attaining the rank of Staff 
Sergeant, with five deployments to Iraq. 
 
Among his many military recognitions, 
Scott received Commendation Medals 
from both the Air Force and the Army, 
the Air Force Achievement Medal, the 
Air Force Combat Action Medal, the 
Iraq Campaign Medal, AF Overseas 
Long Tour and Short Tour Ribbons and 
the Small Arms Expert Marksmanship 
Ribbon.  Scott is also Airborne 
Qualified.   
 
At Baldwin-Wallace College, Scott is 
double majoring in Criminal Justice and 
Political Science.  Scott says he chose B-
W for its academic quality and 
reputation, but the fact that B-W 
qualifies as a Yellow Ribbon College 
truly made this educational opportunity 
possible for him. 
 
Scott’s full cost of tuition is covered by 
the GI Bill, the VA’s Yellow Ribbon 
Program, and Baldwin-Wallace’s Yellow Ribbon award. 
 
While attending Baldwin-Wallace, Scott has been elected president of the 
Sociology/Criminal Justice Club and is serving as a Student Supreme Court Justice.  B-W is 
organizing a new student organization for veterans and Scott will serve as president.  Scott 
plans to graduate in December 2012 with the goal to be employed in government work. 
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CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
EAST CAMPUS STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Daniel Martin Derrwaldt  
“2010 EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP” 

 
 
 

 
Derrwaldt served as an Intelligence 
Analyst in the Army for five years from 
2003-2008. 
 
He completed two tours in Iraq (both 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom) and one year in Korea. 
 
Derrwaldt performed intelligence 
preparations of the battlefield by fusing 
multiple intelligence reports from varied 
sources into single coherent products.  
 
Since leaving the Army, he has focused 
on completing his Associate of Arts 
degree through Cuyahoga Community 
College. 
 
He is looking forward to transferring to 
Cleveland State University and pursue a 
civil engineering degree. 
 
During his time in the service, Derrwaldt 
received the following awards and 
recognitions: Army Commendation 
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Army 
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, Iraq Campaign 

Medal, Korean Defense Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, and 
Combat Action Badge. 
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CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Nathan Buckley 
“2010 EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP & PAT TILLMAN SCHOLAR” 

 
 
 

 
As a former Navy Hospital 
Corpsman, who served four 
years with a front line Marine 
Corps  infantry unit, Petty 
Officer Third Class Nathan 
Buckley had an experience 
which would  impact the 
decisions he would make later 
in life.  
 
During his stint with the 
Marine Corps, Nathan was 
stationed with the Second 
Marine Division, the same 
unit his grandfather served 
with in World War II.  
 
Due to an unfortunate event, 
Nathan suffered an injury 
which resulted in an 
involuntary separation from 

active duty and a lifelong disability. 
 
With an enduring desire to continue his service in the medical community, Nathan has 
enrolled at Cleveland State University and is working towards his Bachelor of Science in 
health science.  
 
After his training there is complete, Nathan intends to serve his community by using his 
knowledge of the cardiovascular system to teach the life saving technique of C.P.R. 
 
Out of over a one thousand five hundred applicants nationwide, Nathan Buckley was among 
the fifty-nine men and women selected to receive the Pat Tillman Military Scholarship. 
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CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 
Christopher Rushin 

“2010 EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP & PAT TILLMAN SCHOLAR” 
 
 

 
 
Christopher joined the U.S. Marines 
one week after receiving his high 
school diploma from Cleveland Hts. 
High School in June 2003 and served 
through May 2008.   
 
While stationed at Quantico Virginia, 
Chris’s primary military occupational 
specialty was 0151 Administrative 
Clerk.  After two years Chris trained at 
the Marine Security guard school. 
 
With his first post at the American 
Embassy Stockholm, Chris served as 
security for former Secretary of 
Defense, Colin Powell. 
 
His second and last posts were at 
American Embassies in Caracas, 
Venezuela and in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania where he served as security 
to President Bush and Secretary of 
State Condeleezza Rice. 
 
In September 2008 Chris started at CSU, majoring in Criminology/Sociology.  Currently 
the president of Student Veterans of America Association, CSU Chapter, Chris is very 
active in veterans’ educational issues at CSU.  
 
He has volunteered at various local food drives and is planning to help out at VA 
hospitals in the near future. 
 
Chris’s personal interests include staying fit, listening to music, studying the Bible and 
helping family and friends 
 
Out of over a thousand five hundred applicants nationwide, Christopher Rushin was 
among the fifty-nine men and women selected to receive the Pat Tillman Military 
Scholarship. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Jeffrey Schuller 
“2010 OUTSTANDING STUDENT VETERAN” 

 
 

 
 
 
CSU would like to recognize SSGT Schuller’s 
success at our university. In spite of 3 separate 
deployments, Jeff’s determination to complete 
his degree remains unhinged.  
 
He successfully maintains his academic 
standing, while participating in various student 
organizations and serving on CSU’s wrestling 
team. 
 
SSGT Jeffrey Schuller is the son of Jeff and 
Cindy Schuller of rural Monroeville, Ohio.  
 
He is a 1999 graduate of Monroeville High 
School, where he was a member of the high 
school football team for 4 years and received 
numerous awards for his participation.  
 
He was also a member of the high school 
wrestling team and Firelands Conference 
champion 2 years running in his individual 

weight class. He also was a State Qualifier his junior year.  
 
He is an active member of Calvary Baptist Church in Norwalk. 
 
In 1999 Jeff joined the Marines. He has served two tours of duty in Iraq and is currently 
serving in Afghanistan.  
 
In 2008 Jeff was awarded the Silver Star for Gallantry for his service in Iraq. 
 
Jeff is a double-major in Criminology & Middle Eastern Studies with a minor in Arabic at 
Cleveland State University, where he is also a member of the Wrestling Team. 
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CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE 

Greg Hawver 
“2010 OUTSTANDING STUDENT VETERAN” 

 

Greg joined the U.S. Army in June 
2005 as a medic and was stationed in 
Fort Campbell, KY.   
 
He spent 24 months of his active duty 
in Iraq as a medic.   
 
During his tour of duty Greg earned 
Commendation and Achievement  
medals and was promoted to rank of 
sergeant. 
 
After leaving the Army in June 2009 
Greg joined the Army Reserves where 
he is still active and serves as a 
financial management technician and 
is the family readiness liaison. 
 
In March 2009 Greg enrolled at CSU 
with a focus on Occupational  therapy 
and a minor in psychology. 
 
 He plans to obtain his Masters degree and work with disabled children. 
 
Greg’s extra-curricular activities at CSU include being the vice president of Student Veterans 
of America-CSU Chapter, secretary of Students Providing Community Inspiration and works 
part time at CSU as a peer mentor, helping incoming students get acclimated to college life. 
 
In his ―spare time‖ he volunteers with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Cleveland.   
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VETERANS DAY 2010 
 

Welcome Fred Szabo, Commissioner 
  Cleveland Hopkins International Airport 
 

Introductions:  Richard  DeChant – Master of Ceremony   
  Executive Director - Veteran Programs & Services Tri-C 
  Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) 
  

Presenting of Colors Color Guard 
  Cleveland Department of Public Safety 
 

National Anthem David M. Lynch, Esq. 
  Past Mayor of the City of Euclid   
 

Invocation Reverend George Hankins, Chaplain 
  Cleveland VA Medical Center 
 

Introduction of Mayor Gary Singletary, Assistant Director of Law 
  Base Cleveland Veterans Committee 
 

Comments and Award Frank G. Jackson, Mayor of the City of Cleveland  
  “Employee Military Veteran of the Year Award” 
  Honoree – Director Martin L. Flask 
 

Acceptance Martin L. Flask, Director 
  Cleveland Department of Public Safety    

Acknowledgments Richard DeChant 
 

Greetings Charles H. Kiessling, President 
  Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County (JVCOCC) 
 

Guest Speaker Thomas G. Sweeney, Vietnam Veteran , Consultant 
 

Recognitions & Proclamations         

 Charles H. Kiessling “Service to Veterans and Community Award” 
 Rimantas Ray Saikus Citizen Honoree – Edward J. Zima, Sr. 
 JVCOCC Veteran Honoree – Salvatore R. Felice 
 

 Richard W. Durst, Pres. “Student Veteran - Excellence in Leadership Award” 
 Balwin-Wallace College  Honoree - Scott Simmerer 
  

 James M Drnek, Dean “Outstanding Student Veteran” 
 Cleveland State Univ. Honorees –Greg Hawver, Jeffrey Schuller  
   “Excellence in Leadership & Pat Tillman Scholar” 
   Honorees - Nathan Buckley, Christopher Rushin  
  

 Richard DeChant “Student Veteran - Excellence in Leadership Award” 
 Tri-C Honorees – Daniel M. Derrwaldt, Spencer Sharp, 
       Arnaldo J. Torres 
 

 Bert Boyd “Student Veteran - Excellence in Leadership Award”  
 University of Phoenix Honoree - Kathryn Parks  
 

 Michael Lavrenchik ESGR “My Boss is a Patriot Award” 
 LCDR, USCG Honoree – La Tina Johnson of Tri-C 
 

Closing Remarks Rimantas Ray Saikus, Treasurer/Past Pres. JVCOCC 
 

Benediction Reverend George Hankins, Chaplain 
  Cleveland VA Medical Center 
 

Amazing Grace Public Safety Pipes and Drums 
  Cleveland Department of Public Safety 
 

Taps  Edwin Zelek, Polish Legion of American Veterans 
 

Volley Gung-Ho Detachment 650, Marine Corps League 
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