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JVCOCC HISTORY AND GOALS
The Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County (JVCOCC) was established in
1935 to bring together the energies of the various Veterans organizations, work on common
goals and commemorations. The JVCOCC sponsors the following events: Flag Day with U.S.
Army Birthday and Naturalization Ceremony; Veterans Day; and the annual Officer
Installation and Outstanding Veteran of the Year Dinner in February; supports the Memorial
Day Association of Greater Cleveland to sponsor the Traditional May 30th Memorial Day
observance; and now has partnered with the Association of the United States Army to
sponsor the Armed Forces Outstanding Patriot event. It has also undertaken the establishing
of a Liberty Veterans Honor Garden amongst the Cleveland Cultural Gardens and the
restoration of Liberty Row, a memorial dedicated in 1919 with trees planted and medallions
placed at their bases for those who were killed from the Greater Cleveland area during WWI.
JVCOCC P.O. Box 32700 Cleveland, OH 44132-0700
Tel. (216) 373-7799 info@jvcocc.org www.jvcocc.org

A CALL TO PRESERVE A LEGACY
At this moment, in our country, we have about 24 million veterans but our numbers are
rapidly dwindling. We share a unique bond in that most have experienced the sacrifice or
have a great understanding of it. Also there is an extension of us veterans, our families and
friends, and the families of those who gave their lives for our country, most of whom also
have a very personal knowledge of what call to duty demands and its toll on those who serve
and their families. We have to work together, across all veterans’ organizations and as
individuals, to make sure that future generations of veterans and families will receive the best
care they rightfully deserve and our fellow citizens have a clear reminder of the price for the
freedoms they enjoy. The significance of our contributions should not die with us and we
should leave an easier path for future veterans to assert their role in our society. We salute
and commend all who make a lifetime commitment to serve their fellow veterans, those who
are currently serving our country and their respective families. Our numbers, when working
in unison, can guarantee an outcome worth the legacy that we share.
“The greatest citizens of each of our nation’s generations: those who died defending our country, those
who served, those who stand vigilant now and will in the future, their respective families, and the loving
citizens who supported them and their loved ones while the defenders were in harm’s way and embraced
them and their families when they came home and made it their lifetime duty to help them all heal”.

Greater Cleveland Fisher House
At Cleveland VA Medical Center
www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org

The Fisher House program is a unique private-public partnership that
supports America's military in their time of need. The program recognizes
the special sacrifices of our men and women in uniform and the hardships of
military service by meeting a humanitarian need beyond that normally
provided by the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs.
Because members of the military and their families are stationed worldwide
and must often travel great distances for specialized medical care, Fisher
House Foundation donates "comfort homes," built on the grounds of major
military and VA medical centers. These homes enable family members to be
close to a loved one at the most stressful times - during the hospitalization
for an unexpected illness, disease, or injury.
There is at least one Fisher House at every major military medical center to
assist families in need and to ensure that they are provided with the comforts
of home in a supportive environment. Annually, the Fisher House program
serves more than 11,000 families, and have made available nearly three
million days of lodging to family members since the program originated in
1990. By law, there is no charge for any family to stay at a Fisher House
operated by the Department of Veterans Affairs; and Fisher House
Foundation uses donations to reimburse the individual Fisher Houses
operated by the Army, Navy, and Air Force. No family pays to stay at any
Fisher House!
In addition to constructing new houses, Fisher House Foundation
(www.fisherhouse.org) continues to support existing Fisher Houses and help
individual military families in need. They also are proud to administer and
sponsor Scholarships for Military Children, the Hero Miles program, and
co-sponsor the Newman's Own Award.
DONATE / GET INVOLVED - Greater Cleveland Fisher House project
www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org

Typical Fisher House

Sea of Goodwill

Matching donors with the needs of Service members, veterans, their
families, and the families of the fallen
Excerpts from www.equalhonor.org/Sea_of_Goodwill_17_May_2010.pdf

The potential of the Sea of Goodwill is not just the nation’s government,
non-governmental agencies, benevolent organizations, and institutes of
higher learning. Its potential is in the heart of our nation’s communities –
the citizens of those towns and cities. The country understands the
interdependent relationship and responsibility of all participants, military
and civilian, to care for our veterans and families. However, we may not
have a clear understanding of how each support the other. Some of us are
sergeants, commanders, captains, and generals who lead men and women
into harm's way on faraway fields to preserve liberty. Others are community
leaders, college deans, CEOs, and presidents who lead Sea of Goodwill men and women in education, productivity, and change on the fields of
capitalism and philanthropy. There are at least 400,000 websites for
donors/organizations that support our Service men and women, including
veterans’ service organizations. Donors may also be found on sources like
the National Resource Directory www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov,
published by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, for wounded, ill, and
injured Services members, veterans, their families, and those who support
them. Other venues to locate support are collated on Web sites like “Warrior
Gateway” www.warriorgateway.org or www.military.com .
They may also be institutions, businesses, healthcare facilities and
organizations, financial institutions, and other infrastructure that advance
society. The visitors to these websites can find information on a variety of
topics including benefits & compensation, education & training,
employment, family & caregiver support, health, homeless assistance,
housing, transportation & travel and other services & resources.
The Sea of Goodwill assists our veterans in achieving the capacity for
greatness that exists in them, their families, and the families of our fallen as
they transition into civilian society. A successful transition and continued
support will enhance not only veterans and families, but also the
community. A veteran comes from an experienced and talented group that
has demonstrated a willingness to serve their nation and community. This
paper will enable a shared vision that is understood by both civilian and
military members. It will provide a suggested Sea of Goodwill general
azimuth towards which all of these diverse, well-meaning actors can channel
their efforts to provide the most good for those they so strongly and lovingly
wish to help.
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VIETNAM WAR

50TH ANNIVERSARY
www.vietnamwar50th.com

&

MARCH 29TH
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
www.equalhonor.org

Currently we commemorate a half century milestone in the Vietnam War
experience with the Department of Defense leading the commemoration of
the Vietnam War 50th Anniversary. We also have embarked to establish a
national March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day. It will be a day when the nation
will remember and deliver in perpetuity, the respect and gratitude of its
citizens to those who during the Vietnam War Era: made the ultimate
sacrifice and served as well as their respective families; the citizens who
supported the nation’s defenders and their families while in harm’s way and
when they came home, and our allies who served alongside our troops
throughout the world as well as their families.
50th ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
The Department of Defense is assisting a grateful Nation in
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War with a series of
events, activities, and programs. Events will honor veterans and their
families, recognize contributions and sacrifices made on the home front,
provide Americans with a clear understanding and history of the Vietnam
War, and recognize the contributions of civilian organizations to the war
effort.
(1) To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel
who were held as prisoners of war or listed as missing in action, for their
service and sacrifice on behalf of the United States and to thank and honor
the families of these veterans.
(2) To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War
and the contributions of Federal agencies and governmental and nongovernmental organizations that served with, or in support of, the Armed
Forces.
(3) To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people
of the United States during the Vietnam War.
(4) To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related
to military research con-ducted during the Vietnam War.
(5) To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the
United States during the Vietnam War.
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MARCH 29TH VIETNAM VETERANS DAY

Our mission is to honor and
empower Wounded Warriors.

www.equalhonor.org

* PROPOSED LEGISLATION *
On behalf of the citizens of our great nation, the United States of America, and on behalf of
the 111th Congress and the President of United States, this legislation is enacted to be an
expression of eternal gratitude and respect to those who served during the Vietnam War Era
and to be commemorated as Vietnam Veterans Day on the 29th of March of each year in
perpetuity.
This Official Day of Recognition will serve as a vivid reminder that:
On March 29, 1973, the last 2,500 troops were withdrawn from South Vietnam thus
ending military involvement in what is now the longest war in our country’s history, and
March 29, 1974 was declared Vietnam Veterans Day by Presidential order with the
support of Congress, and
58,195 honorable and brave souls who fought and died during the Vietnam War,
ones who are missing, and those who died since from the consequences of that war, deserve
the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The men and women who served with dedication, honor, and pride during the
Vietnam War, both in country and in support of those in harm’s way as well as those
protecting our freedoms at home and throughout other parts of the world at that time, deserve
the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The families whose loved ones gave their lives for our country during the Vietnam
War, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The families of those men and women who came home with the physical and
emotional wounds of the Vietnam War and committed to a lifetime of care and support for
their loved one, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The fellow citizens who stood by and supported, the families of the fallen as well
as the Vietnam veterans who returned and their families without reservation and with loving
care and respect, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The professionals and volunteers who committed themselves to the loving care and
healing of the bodily and emotionally wounded from the Vietnam War at home, and have
already the utmost gratitude of those they cared for and of their families, deserve the eternal
gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The men and women of our Allies who served with dedication, honor, and pride
alongside our Nation’s defenders during the Vietnam War, both in country and in support of
those in harm’s way as well as those protecting our freedoms and throughout other parts of
the world at that time, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
This expression of gratitude and respect to the Vietnam Veterans and their families
will also give hope and assurance, to current and future generations of our Nation’s
Defenders and their respective families, that their sacrifice and service will not be forgotten
and deserving of a distinct recognition of the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
And this expression of gratitude and respect for the honorable sacrifice and service
by the Vietnam Veterans and past as well as current and future generations of our nation’s
defenders and their respective families, needs to remain in the hearts and thoughts of our
fellow citizens forever, passed on from generation to generation.
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We do this through:
- raising awareness and
enlisting public support for the
wounded;
- fostering peer networks where
wounded warriors can aid and
assist one another; and
- providing unique, direct
programs and services to meet
www.woundedwarriorproject.org the needs of the wounded warriors.
Our programs and services are structured to reflect our goal to make
this the most successful, well adjusted generation of wounded
warriors in our nation’s history. Wounded Warriors who are welladjusted in mind, well adjusted in body, and economically
empowered.
Thus, our programs are focused on:
- Mind
-Project Odyssey
-Online Combat Stress Recovery Program
- Family Support
- Body
-Adaptive Sports Programs
- Soldier Ride
- Hospital Outreach
- Economic Empowerment
- Track Program
- Transitional Training Academy
- Warriors to Work
Background on other Wounded Warrior Programs
AW2 or Army Wounded Warrior Program is an internal program to
assist Army Wounded in their transition while in the service.
The Wounded Warrior Regiment is the Marines version of AW2.
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GUEST SPEAKER

ARTURO G.
HERNANDEZ
Lieutenant Colonel
United States
Marine Corps
Reserve

On March 18, 1988, immediately after earning his Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration degree from the Ohio State
University, Lieutenant Colonel Hernandez was commissioned as a
Second Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps, and
subsequently graduated from The Basic School on November 10,
1988. Upon completion of Air Command and Control Officer’s
Course in 1989, Second Lieutenant Hernandez reported to Marine Air
Control Squadron 6 (MACS-6), Cherry Point, N.C. where he earned
qualifications as an Air Intercept Controller and Senior Identification
Director and served as the Legal Officer and S-1 Officer.
During his tenure at MACS-6, Lieutenant Hernandez supported Joint
Task Force 4 as an Air Intercept Controller and Surveillance Operator
in support of counter drug operations in 1989 and attached to the 22nd
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) in 1990 where he served as the
MEU’s Air Defense Control Officer participating in Operation Sharp
Edge, the operational evacuation of non-combatants from the country
of Liberia during the commencement of that country’s civil war.
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After earning his Juris Doctor with Honors in Law degree from the
Ohio State University’s College of Law and commencing his legal
career as a prosecuting attorney, Captain Hernandez joined Marine
Air Control Squadron 23 (MACS-23), Aurora, Colorado in August
3

2000. At MACS-23, Captain Hernandez earned qualifications as a
Senior Traffic Director and Senior Weapons Director. In response to
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Captain Hernandez was
activated in support of MACS 23’s site support staff and served as
MACS-23’s S-3 and S-1 officer. Remaining with MACS-23 after he
was de-activated, Major Hernandez served as MACS-23’s Executive
Officer and later as its Tactical Air Operations Center Detachment
Commander until his transfer to Marine Air Control Group 48
(MACG-48), Great Lakes, IL, in 2007 where he served in the
Operations Section.
Lieutenant Colonel Hernandez detached from MACG-48 in July 2008
in order to assume command of Marine Air Control Squadron 24
(MACS-24). Lieutenant Colonel Hernandez was mobilized in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom 9.2 where he simultaneously served as the
Commanding Officer MACS-24 and the Detachment Commander of
Marine Air Control Group 28 Detachment until the United States
Marine Corps’ end of mission in Iraq. In December 2010, Lieutenant
Colonel Hernandez successfully completed his tour as the
Commanding Officer MACS-24. He currently serves as a Current
Operations Officer in the Crisis Action Center of United States
Southern Command, Miami, FL.
Lieutenant Colonel Hernandez is a graduate of the Amphibious
Warfare School and Command and Staff non-resident programs, the
U.S. Air Force Special Operation School’s Latin America Orientation
Course, and the U.S. Navy’s Tactical Air Control for Amphibious
Operations course. His personal military decorations include the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medal.

UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX – CLEVELAND CAMPUS
STUDENT VETERAN HONOREE

Ronald W. Adkins

MSGT U.S. Marines Corps (Ret)

“2011 OUTSTANDING STUDENT VETERAN”
Not many people can look back at their life
and say that they have lived their dream.
Ronald Adkins is living his dream. At an
early age, Ron wanted to be a Marine. He
started his dream by entering Marine Boot
Camp at Parris Island in 1982 and served
the Marines proudly for 24 years. During
this time, he earned a BS degree from
Mississippi State University where he
graduated with Honors and was inducted
into the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.
After retiring, he worked as a DOD
contractor in Iraq and Sicily and continued
his education by enrolling into the MBA
program at the University of Phoenix. This
time gave him the opportunity to really
understand what he valued – Friendship and
Freedom. As Ron puts it – “Family is very
important, and I find myself growing
stronger in relationships with those closest to me. I don't take friendship lightly, I believe that
we have friends and we have acquaintances and I appreciate the ones I call my friends
because the test of time has proven that some friends stick closer than a brother. Freedom
cannot be overlooked anytime we consider what life means. The many forms of freedom
taken for granted that we possess, has been bought and paid for but must continue to be
fought for. Everyday an American can share in the freedom of liberty, politics, and religion,
simply cannot be taken for granted, and in my mind should be a reason to give thanks on a
daily basis.”

In his civilian capacity, Lieutenant Colonel Hernandez is an Assistant
United States Attorney and the Deputy Chief of the Major and Cyber
Crimes Section for the United Sates Attorney’s Office for the
Northern District of Ohio.

To meet his goal of Friendship, Ron decided to settle down in Ohio, marry his best friend,
Michelle, and started building lasting friendships. To meet his goal of Freedom, he is
focusing on helping companies encourage employees to explore education as a way to
achieve their dreams. So he completed his MBA and enrolled in the University of Phoenix
Advance Studies program to pursue his Doctorate degree. By helping companies help their
employees, he feels that he can make the world a safer and friendlier place.

Lieutenant Colonel Hernandez is always supported by his two
children, Cody and Ileana, and his loving wife, Karen.

The University of Phoenix is pleased to honor Ron Adkins for his service to our country and
his loyalty to the Marine Corps. He is and will always be a lifelong learner that shares his
knowledge to help build a better community.
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STEVE VICTOR MYLANT
MARCH 15, 1946 – JULY 10, 1967

CPL U.S. MARINE CORPS - M CO, 3RD BN, 5TH MARINES, 1ST MARDIV, III MAF
KILLED IN ACTION – VICINITY OF QUANG TRI, SOUTH VIETNAM

Steve is remembered most fondly for the support he extended to his friends
and respect he showed his opponents. He was a natural in all sports and a
great competitor, a successful Golden Gloves boxer. Steve excelled in
whatever he took on, he left an indelible mark on those he met, to the extent
that two friends named their sons in his memory. In his youth he was a Boy
Scouts and a local Boys Club.
Steve was born in Cleveland and graduated from Immaculate Conception
Grade School ( E 43rd and Superior Avenue) in 1960 and St. Joseph High
School in 1964. He attended Bowling Green University, after one year Steve
withdrew due to lack of finances and went to work at Barger Metal
Fabricating Co., where his dad worked. His draft number was drawn and on
March of 1966 he chose to serve with the Marines, continuing a tradition
started by his father, who had served in Nicaragua with the Marines and
with the Seabees during WWII.
Steve reported to his unit in Vietnam in November of 1966. He was first
wounded on December 14, 1966 and he was on a hospital ship off the shores
of Vietnam for three months. He went back to his unit and was wounded
again on May 26 of 1967 but lightly and continued to serve. On June 2 he
saw combat action in which he displayed exemplary heroism and saved two
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of his fellow Marines and for which he was posthumously awarded the
Bronze Star with V device.
Steve’s last act of selfless dedication to his fellow Marines and duty was
when his patrol unit came under attack at a bridge by a larger North
Vietnamese contingent, he was mortally wounded as he directed his squad
members to pull back.
Steve earned the following military awards (not all shown): Bronze Star
Medal with Combat “V” for action on June 2, 1967; Purple Heart Medal
with two gold stars for wounds received in action against the enemy on
December 14th, 1966, May 26 and July 10, 1967; **Combat Action Ribbon
for Service in Vietnam; Presidential Unit Citation with one bronze star;
**Good Conduct Medal; National Defense Service Medal; Vietnam Service
Medal with two bronze campaign stars; **Republic of Vietnam Military
Merit Medal; **Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm;
**Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation (Gallantry Cross Color
with palm and frame) ribbon bar; **Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit
Citation (Civil Action Color with palm and frame) ribbon bar; **Republic
of Vietnam Campaign Medal; **Rifle Marksman Badge. The awards
marked by ** are presented to the family on this occasion.
He is survived by his sister Carolyn Mylant Badger and brothers Richard,
Joseph and Alan. He was close to and cherished by his cousins and friends.
We are honored to deliver this expression of gratitude to Steve’s family.
Carolyn’s son Geoffrey Badger is carrying the rich tradition of serving our
country in the Marines, established by his uncle Steve and maternal
grandfather. Geoffrey graduated from Ohio State University this June and
had just been commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Marines Reserve,
with plans to pursue flight school.
Steve’s is one of many special stories of service with honor, dignity and
valor by those who served during the Vietnam War. This special tribute is
also made in the honor and memory of all, the 3095 men and women from
Ohio and over 58,000 across our nation, who died while in the service of our
country during the Vietnam and their families, for when we remember one
of them and their family, all of them remain in our hearts and thoughts.
Steve was my best friend at St Joseph High School and it is my honor and
privilege to help perpetuate the honoring and remembrance of his and his
family’s sacrifice as well as of all who gave their all for our country.
Rimantas Ray Saikus, President
Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County
Vietnam Veteran 1968-69
U.S. Army 173rd Airborne Brigade
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In September 1984 he was assigned to the Heidelberg, Germany Military
Community (home of USAREUR/7th Army Headquarters) as the
Community Operations Officer and finished out his military career as the
Chief of Staff of that organization retiring with the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel in October 1987, the same rank as his father. Following his military
retirement he returned to Cleveland and worked for J. C. Penney, Dike
College and as a county judge’s bailiff for 11 plus years.
Since his second retirement, Doug has immersed himself in the USO of
Northern Ohio (USONO) and its mission, "To enhance the quality of the
United States Armed Forces personnel and their families worldwide and to
create a cooperative relationship between the US military communities and
involved or supporting civilian communities". He first became involved
with the USONO in 1989 when he assumed command of the Military
Enlistment Processing Center of Greater Cleveland. Since that time he
has arduously worked to enhance the betterment of all service men, women
and their families in a selfless manner giving of both time and monetary
support in their behalf. He worked his way through the organization to the
office of President and is continuing to serve on the USONO Board of
Directors. Over the years his vision has taken the USONO to an
organization that has literally served tens of thousands of service personnel,
veterans and their families plus being recognized one of the most
outstanding in the United States.
Doug is also an esteemed member of his community and church. At
Lakewood United Methodist Church he is involved in its monthly
community meal program, the Flatrock Children’s Home, youth mission
trips, and an ongoing fund raiser to support the church scholarship for the
Africa University in Zimbabwe. He is also a member of the Lakewood
Kiwanis, the Cleveland Chapter of the Military Officers Association of
America, has served as a volunteer mediator for the City of Lakewood and a
Race for the Cure key fund raiser (top 100).
During his 23 plus years of Army service he earned the Legion of Merit, the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, Bronze
Star with Oak Leaf Cluster and the Army Commendation Medal with Oak
Leaf Cluster among others.
Doug considers himself blessed to have Judy as his wife for 47 years and
they reside in Lakewood, Ohio. They have 3 children, Shawn, Karen and
Evan along with 5 grandchildren, Colin, Connor, Declan, Terefech and
Greyson.
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THE JOINT VETERANS COMMISSION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
VETERAN HONOREE

THE JOINT VETERANS COMMISSION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
CITIZEN HONOREE

Douglas C. Ely
LtC U.S. Army (Ret.)

Lucy M. Selvaggio Stickan
“2011 IN SERVICE TO VETERANS AND COMMUNITY AWARD”

“2011 IN SERVICE TO VETERANS AND COMMUNITY AWARD”

Lucy is a graduate of John
Carroll University. She is
a staff member of U.S.
Senator Rob Portman’s
Cleveland Senate office.
Previously she served for
9 years as a staff member
with Senator George V.
Voinovich’s
Cleveland
Senate office.

Doug Ely, a true Army brat who
followed in his father’s footsteps as a
career Army officer.
He graduated from the University of
Missouri and was commissioned a
2LT of Field Artillery in June 1964.
His first overseas duty station was
Germany with the 2d Battalion 41st
Field Artillery of the 3rd Infantry
Division. He returned to the US in
August 1966 and became OCS Battery
Commander of F Battery, 3rd
Battalion at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. His
next assignment started September
1967 in Vietnam with the 54th
Artillery Group and after six months
he assumed command of B Battery,
7/8th Artillery (8"/175mm) and
returned to the States in September
1968.
Doug attended the Field Artillery Career Course, followed by an assignment
at the Field Artillery School. Doug deployed back to Vietnam as an advisor
with MACV Advisory Team 68, Vinh Long Province, IV Corps in January
1971. He returned to the U.S. in December 1971, attended graduate school
at Xavier University in Cincinnati, and then taught ROTC at the University
of Arizona from January 1973 to June 1975. Following graduation from the
Army's Command and General Staff College in June 1976, his assignment
took him back to Fort Sill and III Corps Artillery, there he progressed from
battalion S3, to Corps Artillery assistant S3 and then Corps Artillery S1.
In January 1979 Doug came to Cleveland as commander of the Cleveland
Military Enlistment Processing Station. He next assignment, starting June
1981, was Professor of Military Science, John Carroll University. He also
graduated from the Army War College (class of 1984).
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For the last 9 years, Lucy
has Co-Chaired the 9/11
"Support Our Troops"
luncheon and it has been
one of the premier events
in NE Ohio. It honors the
victims of 9/11, our troops
and veterans and its proceeds support our military as well as their families.
She is also chairwoman of ‘Our Community Salutes’ a military support
organization in Cleveland which honors new inductees into the Armed
Forces from our local high schools. Lucy has applied her talents to support
many successful military, veteran and civic missions, on behalf of Senator
Rob Portman as well as a volunteer extraordinaire. Lucy serves on the U.S.
Army Civilian Community Advisory Board for Northeast Ohio.
Lucy’s other passion is politics, she serves as an Officer of the
Republican Party of Cuyahoga County as well as on the Cuyahoga County
Republican Party’s Policy, Finance, Scanning, Ward Club, Central, and
Executive Committees and is a member of Ohio Republican Jewish
Coalition. Lucy is also a member of the American Nationality Movement,
the Italian Sons & Daughters of America and Casa Italia Foundation.
Lucy's husband, Christian, is a Federal Prosecutor. Her youngest
daughter, Christina, is a nursing student and her oldest daughter, Lisa, is a
judicial staff attorney, City Councilwoman for Highland Heights, and the
current Chairman of the Young Republican National Federation, Inc.
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VETERANS DAY 2011

USS CLEVELAND CL - 55
Welcome

Martin L. Flask, Director
Cleveland Department of Public Safety
Base Cleveland Veterans Committee

Master of Ceremony

Gary Rezabek – SFC U.S. Army (Ret)
National Director
Chairman,
MOH John Towle Cleveland Chapter
82nd Airborne Division Association

Presenting of Colors

Color Guard
Cleveland Department of Public Safety
Sons of the American Revolution

National Anthem

Lisa Padro-Baire

Invocation

Reverend George Hankins, Chaplain
Cleveland VA Medical Center

The U.S.S. Cleveland was commissioned by the United States Navy on June
15, 1942 and earned a Navy Unit Commendation for helping defeat the Japanese in
the Battle of Empress Augusta Bay. In addition, she received 13 battle stars for her
World War II Service. The U.S.S. Cleveland was decommissioned in 1946.

Introduction of Mayor

Gary Singletary, Assistant Director of Law
Base Cleveland Veterans Committee

USS Cleveland CL55
Bell Dedication

Frank G. Jackson, Mayor of the City of Cleveland
Honorees – Crew Members from USS Cleveland

The U.S.S. Cleveland and her crew have served with distinction across the
globe on behalf of the United States. Her crew members will forever be
remembered for their dedication to country, the United States Navy and each other.

Acknowledgments &
Greetings

Rimantas Ray Saikus, President
Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County

Guest Speaker

Arturo G. Hernandez, LTC U.S. Marine
MarinesCorps
CorpsReserve
Reserve
Assistant U.S. Attorney – Northern District of Ohio

As a tribute and reminder of the service and sacrifice of USS Cleveland crew
and in honor of her service to our country, her bell will be permanently displayed by
the City of Cleveland in the Rotunda of Cleveland City Hall, Cleveland, Ohio
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Recognitions & Proclamations
Arturo G. Hernandez
MarinesCorps
Corps
U.S. Marine

Posthumous Vietnam Service awards to the family of
Marine CPL Steve Victor Mylant – KIA July 10, 1967

Rimantas Ray Saikus
JVCOCC

“Service to Veterans and Community Award”
Citizen Honoree – Lucy M. Stickan
Veteran Honoree – Douglas C. Ely

Angela Sanson, PhD
University of Phoenix

“Student Veteran - Excellence in Leadership Award”
Honoree – Ronald W. Adkins, MSGT USMC (Ret)

Vietnam War 50th Anniversary

Patrick McLaughlin, President
Greater Cleveland Veterans Memorial Inc.

March 29th
Vietnam Veterans Day

Rimantas Ray Saikus, President
Equal Honor For All

God Bless America

Lisa Padro-Baire

Benediction

Reverend George Hankins, Chaplain

Amazing Grace

Public Safety Pipes and Drums
Cleveland Department of Public Safety

Taps

Edwin Zelek, Polish Legion of American Veterans

Volley

Brook Park 3rd Battalion 25th Marines Detachment,
Marine Corps League
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