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JVCOCC HISTORY AND GOALS
The Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County (JVCOCC) was established in 1935 to bring
together the energies of the various Veterans organizations, work on common goals and commemorations. The
JVCOCC sponsors the following events: Flag Day with U.S. Army Birthday and Naturalization Ceremony;
Veterans Day; and the annual Officer Installation and Outstanding Veteran of the Year Dinner in February;
supports the Memorial Day Association of Greater Cleveland to sponsor the Traditional May 30th Memorial
Day observance; and now has partnered with the Association of the United States Army to sponsor the Armed
Forces Outstanding Patriot event. It has also undertaken the establishing of a Liberty Veterans Honor Garden
amongst the Cleveland Cultural Gardens and the restoration of Liberty Row, a memorial dedicated in 1919
with trees planted and medallions placed at their bases for those who were killed from the Greater Cleveland
area during WWI.
JVCOCC P.O. Box 5350 Cleveland, OH 44101-5350
Tel. (216) 373-7799 info@jvcocc.org www.jvcocc.org

A CALL TO PRESERVE A LEGACY
At this moment, in our country, we have about 24 million veterans but our numbers are rapidly dwindling.
We share a unique bond in that most have experienced the sacrifice or have a great understanding of it. Also
there is an extension of us veterans, our families and friends, and the families of those who gave their lives for
our country, most of whom also have a very personal knowledge of what call to duty demands and its toll on
those who serve and their families. We have to work together, across all veterans’ organizations and as
individuals, to make sure that future generations of veterans and families will receive the best care they
rightfully deserve and our fellow citizens have a clear reminder of the price for the freedoms they enjoy. The
significance of our contributions should not die with us and we should leave an easier path for future veterans
to assert their role in our society. We salute and commend all who make a lifetime commitment to serve their
fellow veterans, those who are currently serving our country and their respective families. Our numbers, when
working in unison, can guarantee an outcome worth the legacy that we share.
“The greatest citizens of each of our nation’s generations: those who died defending our country, those who
served, those who stand vigilant now and will in the future, their respective families, and the loving citizens
who supported them and their loved ones while the defenders were in harm’s way and embraced them and
their families when they came home and made it their lifetime duty to help them all heal”.

Sea of Goodwill
Matching donors with the needs of Service members, veterans, their families, and the families
of the fallen
Excerpts from www.equalhonor.org/Sea_of_Goodwill_17_May_2010.pdf

The potential of the Sea of Goodwill is not just the nation’s government, non-governmental
agencies, benevolent organizations, and institutes of higher learning. Its potential is in the heart of
our nation’s communities – the citizens of those towns and cities. The country understands the
interdependent relationship and responsibility of all participants, military and civilian, to care for our
veterans and families. However, we may not have a clear understanding of how each support the
other. Some of us are sergeants, commanders, captains, and generals who lead men and women into
harm's way on faraway fields to preserve liberty. Others are community leaders, college deans,
CEOs, and presidents who lead Sea of Goodwill - men and women in education, productivity, and
change on the fields of capitalism and philanthropy. There are at least 400,000 websites for
donors/organizations that support our Service men and women, including veterans’ service
organizations.
Donors may also be found on sources like the National Resource Directory
www.nationalresourcedirectory.gov, published by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, for
wounded, ill, and injured Services members, veterans, their families, and those who support them.
Other venues to locate support are collated on Web sites like “Warrior Gateway”
www.warriorgateway.org or www.military.com .
They may also be institutions, businesses, healthcare facilities and organizations, financial
institutions, and other infrastructure that advance society. The visitors to these websites can find
information on a variety of topics including benefits & compensation, education & training,
employment, family & caregiver support, health, homeless assistance, housing, transportation &
travel and other services & resources.
The Sea of Goodwill assists our veterans in achieving the capacity for greatness that exists in
them, their families, and the families of our fallen as they transition into civilian society. A
successful transition and continued support will enhance not only veterans and families, but also the
community.
A veteran comes from an experienced and talented group that has demonstrated a willingness to
serve their nation and community. This paper will enable a shared vision that is understood by both
civilian and military members. It will provide a suggested Sea of Goodwill general azimuth towards
which all of these diverse, well-meaning actors can channel their efforts to provide the most good for
those they so strongly and lovingly wish to help.

KOREAN WAR
60TH ANNIVERSARY
www.koreanwar60.com

GUEST SPEAKER

The Korean War was the first test of the United Nations’ resolve to
stand against tyranny in all its forms. Twenty-one nations banded
together with the United States and South Korea in a remarkable display
of solidarity to turn back naked aggression and stem the tide of
communism. The Armistice signed in 1953 that remains in effect today
reminds us that we must remain vigilant against the forces of tyranny and oppression
The Korean War also saw the advent of aeronautical, medical and societal change: Helicopters were
introduced to transport casualties to field hospitals; jets became the new “standard” for aircraft;
leading-edge radio technology allowed better coordination of troop movements; and Mobile Army
Surgical Hospitals (MASH) units placed experienced medical personnel closer to the
front,improving a wounded Soldier’s chance for survival. Perhaps the most lasting impact of the
Korean War was the change that was manifested to American society. In 1948, President Harry S.
Truman had signed Executive Order 9981, securing the full integration of America’s Armed
Services. Thus, America went to war in Korea for the first time in her history with a military that
reflected
her
diversity.
We must never forget the selfless sacrifices of the Veterans who fought in Korea to ensure the
freedom and prosperity we enjoy today. The Veterans who shivered in the trenches, tracked through
knee-deep mud, flew combat missions over rugged mountainous terrain, and stood watch over
hostile seas set aside their own comfort, safety and aspirations to answer the call to arms at a time
when our nation was still exhausted from the horrors of World War II. These patriots halted the tide
of communism that threatened to sweep over the Korean peninsula. Today the Republic of Korea
stands as a modern, prosperous, vibrant democracy because of their courage and selfless sacrifice.
MISSION
The 60th Anniversary of Korean War Commemoration Committee's mission is threefold:
HONOR the service and sacrifice of Korean War Veterans, American service members, and their
allies who fought heroically to preserve Freedom.
COMMEMORATE the key events of the war. The Korean War was the first "hot"conflict of the
Cold War and includes both historic battles and offensives as well as important technological and
medical advances.
EDUCATE the American people about the significance of the Korean War. The Korean War is
often referred as "The Forgotten War." The events and battles of the war are little known by the
American public today. The committee seeks to further the public's awareness of the history and
impact of the Korean War.


JOHN J. LASKO, JR.
Attorney at Law / CPA
Member – North Olmsted Board
of Education
Blue Star Parent of
Iraq and Afghanistan Wars Veteran

Born and raised in the Kamm’s Corners / West Park area on Cleveland’s
west side, Mr. Lasko graduated from St. Edward High School in 1970. He then
chose to remain here both for his undergraduate degree (B.S.B.A. Accounting, John Carroll University, 1974) and for his law degree (J.D., Case
Western Reserve University, 1977).
Lasko has spent his entire professional career in Cleveland. He began in
the tax department of Ernst & Ernst from 1977 to 1983. Lasko then served as
Manager – Federal Taxes for Leaseway Transportation Corp. from 1983 to
1985. Lasko returned to public accounting in 1985 with the firm of Laventhol
& Horwath, initially as Tax Manager and subsequently as Director of Tax
Services.
In 1990, Mr. Lasko decided to begin his own law firm. Since then, he
has practiced as a self-employed attorney and certified public accountant


MARCH 29TH VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
www.equalhonor.org
* PROPOSED LEGISLATION *
On behalf of the citizens of our great nation, the United States of America, and on behalf of the 111th Congress and the
President of United States, this legislation is enacted to be an expression of eternal gratitude and respect to those who
served during the Vietnam War Era and to be commemorated as Vietnam Veterans Day on the 29th of March of each
year in perpetuity.
This Official Day of Recognition will serve as a vivid reminder that:
On March 29, 1973, the last 2,500 troops were withdrawn from South Vietnam thus ending military involvement
in what is now the longest war in our country’s history, and
March 29, 1974 was declared Vietnam Veterans Day by Presidential order with the support of Congress, and
March 29, 2012 was declared Vietnam Veterans Day by Presidential Proclamation with the support of Congress
on the eve of the 50th Anniversary Commemoration of the beginning of the Vietnam War, and
58,195 honorable and brave souls who fought and died during the Vietnam War, ones who are missing, and those
who died since from the consequences of that war, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The men and women who served with dedication, honor, and pride during the Vietnam War, both in country and
in support of those in harm’s way as well as those protecting our freedoms at home and throughout other parts of the world
at that time, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The families whose loved ones gave their lives for our country during the Vietnam War, deserve the eternal
gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The families of those men and women who came home with the physical and emotional wounds of the Vietnam
War and committed to a lifetime of care and support for their loved one, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this
nation, and
The fellow citizens who stood by and supported, the families of the fallen as well as the Vietnam veterans who
returned and their families without reservation and with loving care and respect, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of
this nation, and
The professionals and volunteers who committed themselves to the loving care and healing of the bodily and
emotionally wounded from the Vietnam War at home, and have already the utmost gratitude of those they cared for and of
their families, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
The men and women of our Allies who served with dedication, honor, and pride alongside our Nation’s defenders
during the Vietnam War, both in country and in support of those in harm’s way as well as those protecting our freedoms
and throughout other parts of the world at that time, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
This expression of gratitude and respect to the Vietnam Veterans and their families will also give hope and
assurance, to current and future generations of our Nation’s Defenders and their respective families, that their sacrifice and
service will not be forgotten and deserving of a distinct recognition of the eternal gratitude and respect of this nation, and
And this expression of gratitude and respect for the honorable sacrifice and service by the Vietnam Veterans and
past as well as current and future generations of our nation’s defenders and their respective families, needs to remain in the
hearts and thoughts of our fellow citizens forever, passed on from generation to generation.





Guest Speaker - John J Lasko, Jr. (continued)
Our mission is to honor and empower Wounded
Warriors.
We do this through:
- raising awareness and enlisting public support for
the wounded;
- fostering peer networks where wounded warriors
can aid and assist one another; and
- providing unique, direct programs and services to
meet www.woundedwarriorproject.org the needs of
the wounded warriors.
Our programs and services are structured to reflect our goal to make this the most
successful, well adjusted generation of wounded warriors in our nation’s history. Wounded
Warriors who are well-adjusted in mind, well adjusted in body, and economically
empowered.
Thus, our programs are focused on:
- Mind
-Project Odyssey
-Online Combat Stress Recovery Program
- Family Support
- Body
-Adaptive Sports Programs
- Soldier Ride
- Hospital Outreach
- Economic Empowerment
- Track Program
- Transitional Training Academy
- Warriors to Work
Background on other Wounded Warrior Programs
AW2 or Army Wounded Warrior Program is an internal program to assist Army Wounded
in their transition while in the service.
The Wounded Warrior Regiment is the Marines version of AW2.



serving clients throughout the northern Ohio region. In particular, Lasko
focuses on the business, financial and legal needs of closely-held, small
businesses and of their owners and key employees. He is admitted to practice
in all Federal, Ohio and local courts.
In addition to a wide range of charitable and community involvements,
Lasko has been a member of the Board of Education of the North Olmsted City
School District since 2004. During his tenure on the Board, he has served at
various times both as its Vice President and as its President. He also has
served as the District’s representative on the Board of Education of the Polaris
Career Center in Middleburg Heights at different times during his time in
office.
Mr. Lasko and his wife, Mary Margaret (“Margie”), are the parents of
six adult children: John, Michael, Elizabeth, Charles, Amanda and Emily.
Their son, “Charlie,” is a Sergeant with B Company, 1st Battalion, 148th
Infantry Regiment, an infantry battalion of the 37th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, Ohio Army National Guard. After completing both Basic Combat
Training and Advanced Individual Training at Ft. Benning, Georgia, Charlie
served a 15-month deployment to Iraq at Camp Cropper in connection with
“Operation Iraqi Freedom” from June 2006 to September 2007. He also
recently completed 12-month deployment to Afghanistan at Forward Operating
Base Kunduz in support of “Operation Enduring Freedom” from September
2011 to September 2012. Of all of his awards and decorations, Charlie is most
proud of his Combat Infantryman Badge.
After they were married in June 1979, Mr. and Mrs. Lasko lived in
Rocky River for one year and Fairview Park for three years before moving to
North Olmsted, where they have lived in their same home since 1983.



VIETNAM WAR
50TH ANNIVERSARY
www.vietnamwar50th.com

&

MARCH 29TH
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
www.equalhonor.org

Currently we commemorate a half century milestone in the Vietnam War experience with
the Department of Defense leading the commemoration of the Vietnam War 50th
Anniversary. We also have embarked to establish a national March 29th Vietnam Veterans
Day. It will be a day when the nation will remember and deliver in perpetuity, the respect
and gratitude of its citizens to those who during the Vietnam War Era: made the ultimate
sacrifice and served as well as their respective families; the citizens who supported the
nation’s defenders and their families while in harm’s way and when they came home, and
our allies who served alongside our troops throughout the world as well as their families.
50th ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
The Department of Defense is assisting a grateful Nation in commemorating the 50th
Anniversary of the Vietnam War with a series of events, activities, and programs. Events
will honor veterans and their families, recognize contributions and sacrifices made on the
home front, provide Americans with a clear understanding and history of the Vietnam War,
and recognize the contributions of civilian organizations to the war effort.
(1) To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as
prisoners of war or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the
United States and to thank and honor the families of these veterans.
(2) To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the
contributions of Federal agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations
that served with, or in support of, the Armed Forces.
(3) To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United
States during the Vietnam War.
(4) To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military
research con-ducted during the Vietnam War.
(5) To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United States
during the Vietnam War.




War I, the Cleveland was assigned to escort duties between the United States and Europe
and following the war, the Cleveland was assigned to the Pacific Fleet.
The Cleveland was decommissioned in 1929 in accordance with the Washington Naval
Treaty limiting naval armament.
The bell was held at the Western Reserve Historical Society and transferred to the third USS
Cleveland

USS Cleveland (LPD-7) was an Austin-class amphibious transport dock, the third ship of
the United States Navy to be named for the City of Cleveland. The Cleveland was
commissioned on April 21, 1967 at Norfolk, Virginia. At the time of decommissioning in
2011, she was the third-oldest commissioned ship in the US Navy, behind USS Constitution
("Old Ironsides") and USS Enterprise (CVN-65).
The Cleveland first saw action during the Tet Offensive in 1967 and after the end of the
Vietnam War the Cleveland joined Task Force 78 in the mine-clearing effort of Haiphong
Harbor and Operation End Sweep. Cleveland then began a series of seven Western Pacific
deployments between 1974 and 1985.
The Cleveland supported Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm, served to
support drug smuggling interdiction activities, and rescue operations throughout the world.

THE JOINT VETERANS COMMISSION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
VETERAN HONOREE

Gary T. Rezabek
SFC U.S. Army (Ret.)
“2012 IN SERVICE TO VETERANS AND COMMUNITY AWARD”
Gary served 20 years on active duty with the
U.S. Army, starting his service in 1976. He
completed basic Medic Course at Fort Sam
Houston in Texas. His training included the
Airborne School at Fort Benning, Georgia.
His first assignment was with the 82nd
Airborne Division.
Among his tours of duty included service
with the 20th Engineer Brigade, Walter Reed
Army Medical Center’s Cardiac/Thoracic
Surgical Ward. His distinguished service in
the Emergency Room at Aberdeen Proving
Grounds earned him recognition as NCO of
the Year there, he also earned the same
recognition while serving at the Kimbrough
Army Hospital at Fort Meade, Maryland.
Gary’s overseas assignments included
service with the 3rd Infantry Division in Germany. He was reassigned to the 5th MASH and
became a founding member of the Forward Surgical Team, a concept which is used today to
provide surgical capabilities on the front line with a small elite medical team. After Desert
Storm he was assigned to Womack Army Medical Center as an Evening/Night Nursing
Supervisor. Gary retired with the rank of Sergeant First Class.
His combat action included: Operation Just Cause in Panama, December of 1989; Operation
Desert Shield/Desert Storm/Desert Calm 1990-1991 as a medic.
He participated in Med-Reps in Panama, Costa Rica, Belize, Ecuador, and Peru.

The Cleveland is now in an inactive reserve status
Gary’s military service awards include the Bronze Star Medal, 2 Meritorious Service
Medals, 6 Army Commendation Medals, 11 Army Achievement Medals, 6 Good Conduct




USS Cleveland (C-19) Bell
The bell that served the sailors onboard USS Cleveland (C-19) and USS Cleveland (LPD-7)
was transferred from the Naval Historical Command to the City of Cleveland and will be
displayed in the Rotunda of Cleveland City Hall. During the annual Veterans Day ceremony
held at City Hall on Sunday, Nov 11, 2012 the bell will be unveiled and will serve as a
reminder of the service and sacrifice of those who went to sea in the service of our country.
We’re hopeful that any Cleveland sailors who served on the Cleveland will join us at the
annual Veterans Day ceremony.
Note: At the request of the United States Navy, the bell will be displayed in its’ original
unpolished condition.

Photograph: The USS Cleveland bell being
removed by sailors in 1929.
The first USS Cleveland (C-19) was a Denver-class
protected cruiser launched September 28, 1901 by
Bath Iron Works in Bath, Maine

The Cleveland cruised with the European Squadron in West Indies and the Cuban waters, on
the Asiatic station, and patrolled the waters off Mexico and Central America. During World




the award to Navy and Marine personnel, approximately 12,000 sailors and Marines were wounded between
the Civil War and the Nicaragua Campaign of 1932.

WWII Awards: In April 1942 the War Department amended its policy regarding the issuance of the Purple
Heart. The new regulations authorized the posthumous award of the Purple Heart retroactive to December 7,
1941, and eliminated the use of the medal as a merit award.
In December 1942 the Navy Department authorized the award of the Purple Heart for all fatal and non-fatal
wounds retroactive to December 7, 1941. However, sailors and Marines wounded prior to this date were still
eligible to receive a Purple Heart upon application.
The award of the medal during WWII became increasingly decentralized. Authority for the award was given to
hospital commanders and unit commanders in the case of non-fatal wounds, and the War Department in the
case of fatal wounds awarded to the next of kin. Thus while no official count of the number of Purple Hearts
issued can be established, official War Department records indicate approximately 964,000 battle casualties
(non-fatal and fatal) for the period of December 7, 1941 through December 31, 1946.

Medals, National Service Defense Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Southwest
Asia Service medal with 3 Bronze Service Stars, NCO professional Development w/3, Army
Service Ribbon, Overseas Ribbon w/2, Saudi Arabia Medal, Kuwait Medal, 2 Superior Unit
Awards, a Meritorious Unit Award as well as a German Silver Lifesaving Award.
Upon his retirement from the U.S. Army, Gary embraced volunteering and especially with
the Veterans and supporting our troops and their families. Current positions include National
Director for the 82nd Airborne Division Association, Secretary for the Joint Veterans
Commission of Cuyahoga County, Vice chairman 82nd Airborne Division Association
MOH John Towle Cleveland Chapter, and as the Adjutant of VFW Post 2533.
Gary was a founding member of the South West Asia Veterans Association in Cleveland
and has served as its delegate and that of the 82nd Airborne Division Association on the Joint
Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County. He has participated with the Joint Veterans
Honor Guard, a team of Veterans from various eras which renders military honors at wakes
and/or gravesites to our veterans that have passed. Using his skills as a nurse, he has assisted
WWII veterans on their trip to Washington D.C. as guest of the Honor Flight program.

Korean War Awards: Again, due to the decentralization of awards, exact numbers of medals awarded for the
Korean War cannot be established. There were approximately 33,600 fatal and 103,200 non-fatal casualties
during this period.

At the local level, Gary has organized Zoo outings for residents of the Veterans Home and
has assisted with steak roasts and New Years Eve parties there. He has organized book
drives for the veterans home and continually collects them in his travels.

Vietnam Era Awards: Awards for this period fall into two categories: awards for wounds received in the
Vietnam Theatre of Operations (Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos) and other geographical areas, including the
attack on the USS Pueblo, the Dominican Republic, and Cuba. Approximately 200,700 Purple Hearts were
awarded during this period.

He is an unwavering supporter and has made it his mission to raise money on a regular basis
for the Wounded Warriors Project, helping the 82nd Airborne Division Association reach
over $10,000 in contributions during the last 3 years. He has participated and supported
functions for patients at Wade Park VA Medical Center as well as the Brecksville VA
Medical facility.

…..
Current Awards: In addition to awards to those killed or wounded "in any action against an enemy of the
United States", the criteria for the award of the medal was amended to include those killed or wounded as a
result of "an international terrorist attack," and "as part of a peacekeeping force." Thus in addition to awards
for Grenada (Operation Urgent Fury), Panama (Operation Just Cause) and Iraq (Operation Desert Storm and
Operation Iraqi Freedom) the medal is awarded for fatal and non-fatal wounds arising as a result of
peacekeeping efforts such as Lebanon, Haiti, Somalia, and Bosnia-Croatia.



Gary volunteers on a regular basis to share his sense of pride and duty to our country, to his
fellow Veterans, to those serving, and their families by speaking to our young new
generations developing at our local schools as well as his fellow citizens at civic clubs. He
also sets up historical displays and of military equipment at local schools and libraries. He
has helped organize End of War ceremonies for Desert Storm and has served and supported
many of the JVCOCC programs.
Gary currently works as a Nurse for an organization that provides medical screening and
readiness preparation for various military units in the region. He is onsite clinical
coordinator for Anchor Medical insuring the readiness of National Guard and Reserve
components. He also works as lead respiratory processor for Hope Medical Services.


THE PURPLE HEART MEDAL
The Badge for Military Merit
The original Purple Heart award was instituted by George Washington in 1782 to reward troops for "unusual
gallantry" and "extraordinary fidelity and essential service." The award was a purple cloth heart edged in silver
braid, and was to be worn over the left breast of the uniform. Only three awards are known to have been
issued, of which two are known to exist today.

.

One of the two known examples
of the Badge for Military Merit

The Modern Award
Pre-WW2 Awards: The Purple Heart as we know it today was reestablished in 1932 to coincide with the 200th
anniversary of the birth of George Washington. The original criteria for award of the Purple Heart as published
in the War Department Circular No. 6 of February 22, 1932 states that the medal be awarded to anyone serving
in the Army who had received combat-related injuries or had received the AEF's Meritorious Service Citation
Certificate during WWI, the latter criteria harkening back to the intent of George Washington's "Badge of
Military Merit".
Although this awards was retroactive to any soldier wounded from the Civil War on, eligible recipients were
required to submit a formal application to the War Department for approval before the issuance of the medal.
In 1942 the Army estimated that approximately 186,000 living veterans were eligible to receive a retroactive
Purple Heart. Approximately 78,000 retroactive Purple Hearts were awarded between 1932 and 1942.
While the award of the Purple Heart was not authorized by the Navy until 1942, sailors and Marines who had
been wounded prior to 1932 were eligible to apply for the medal. While no numbers are available concerning




IRAQ WAR FACTS AND STATISTICS (Continued)
TIMELINE - Continued (from http://timelines.latimes.com/iraq/)
shared his reputation for the brutal exercise of power. Dec. 13, 2003 - American troops track a scruffy and haggard Saddam Hussein to a dirt hole at a farmhouse near his hometown of Tikrit, capturing the elusive dictator
without firing a shot after an eight month hunt. March 31, 2004 - A mob of angry Iraqis attack two vehicles
carrying U.S. civilian security workers in Fallouja, an anti-American stronghold, killing four contractors, mutilating their remains and hanging two of the charred corpses from a bridge over the Euphrates River. June 28,
2004 - Led by Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, an interim Iraqi government takes power from U.S. administrator L.
Paul Bremer III after a furtive ceremony meant to preempt insurgent attacks that could have disrupted the
hand-over. Nov. 8, 2004 - Ten thousand U.S. troop and more than 1,000 Iraqi soldiers launch the second battle
of Fallouja. The battle will last 46 days and is the heaviest urban fighting for the U.S. military since Vietnam.
Jan. 12, 2005 - The White House acknowledges that its two-year hunt for weapons of mass destruction in Iraq
has ended without finding the stockpiles. Jan. 30, 2005 - Millions of Iraqis defy violence, calls for a boycott
and a legacy of despotism to cast ballots in the nation’s first multiparty elections in half a century. June 7,
2006 - Abu Musab Zarqawi, leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq, is killed by a U.S. airstrike in the town of Hibhib near
Baqubah, Iraq. Zarqawi was blamed for leading a relentless campaign of suicide bombings and beheadings.
Nov. 5, 2006 - Deposed Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, 69, is found guilty of crimes against humanity and is
sentenced to death by hanging, bringing to an end the first trial examining the alleged crimes of the former regime. Nov. 8, 2006 - Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld resigns. Dec. 30, 2006 - A defiant Saddam Hussein is hanged at dawn in a secret concrete death chamber. Before his execution, he denounces the West and Iran. Nov. 23, 2006 - Deadly car bombings - A series of fiery suicide car bombings kill at least 152 people and
wound 236 others in the deadliest sectarian attack in Baghdad since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion. Jan. 10, 2007 Troop surge - President Bush acknowledges that his previous strategy has failed and announces the U.S. needs
to add more than 20,000 troops in order to avert defeat. April 11, 2007 - Tours extended - Defense Secretary
Robert M. Gates announces 12- to 15-month tour of duty extensions for Army troops. Sept. 16, 2007 - Contractors for the private security firm Blackwater shoot 17 Iraqi civilians in a Baghdad square. American officials scramble to head off a potential crisis after irate Iraqi authorities cancel the controversial firm’s license.
Ultimately all charges are dismissed. Dec. 4, 2008 - Withdrawal date set - The U.S.-Iraq Status of Forces
Agreement is ratified by Iraq’s three-member Presidency Council. The agreement mandates that U.S. combat
forces withdraw from Iraqi cities by June 30, 2009, and from the country by Dec. 31, 2011. Jan. 1, 2009 - The
U.S. formally hands over military control of the heavily fortified Green Zone to Iraqi troops, a first major step
in the American withdrawal from Iraq. Feb. 27, 2009 - President Obama tells Marines at Camp Lejeune, N.C.,
that most of the 142,000 troops now in Iraq would be pulled out by the end of August 2010. April 30, 2009 British troops end six years of combat operations in Iraq, beginning their withdrawal from the southern city of
Basra after a bloody and costly mission that was deeply unpopular at home. Jan. 25, 2010
The Iraqi government hangs Ali Hassan Majid, one of the most notorious figures of Saddam Hussein’s regime,
who had earned the nickname “Chemical Ali” for his gassing of Kurds in the late 1980s. Aug. 19, 2010 - The
last of U.S. combat troops withdraw from Iraq. The move comes amid a deep political crisis that many
think could turn increasingly violent, and Iraqis are deeply apprehensive. Aug. 31, 2010 - Official end of
combat - The U.S. combat mission in Iraq officially ends. In an Oval Office speech, President Obama acknowledges the ‘huge price’ the U.S. paid in the war. Dec. 17, 2011
Last troops leave - The last U.S. troops pass a fortified Kuwaiti border police post eight years, eight months
and 28 days after U.S. forces poured across the same frontier, 150,000 strong, sweating inside bulky chemical
and biological protective suits, but convinced of a swift and certain victory.


THE JOINT VETERANS COMMISSION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
CITIZEN HONOREE

Hattie Bilsey
“2012 IN SERVICE TO VETERANS AND COMMUNITY AWARD”
Hattie was born in Lansing Michigan to Porter
and Edna Shaffer and was the youngest of
three children, all girls. The family moved to
Cleveland and she attended John Marshall
High School.
She met and married Arthur Bilsey, they
raised two children, Kathleen (husband Terry)
and James. Hattie and Arthur were well
traveled and had visited many of the states and
also had been to over 20 countries. They loved
the outdoors, spending time camping at their
trailer and at water related activities. They
were both certified Scuba Divers.
Hattie and her husband Arthur were among the first subscribers and donors to the Playhouse
Square, which saved the theatre district in the 1970’s. She still enjoys the Broadway series in
the beautifully restored theaters.
She joined the Polish Legion of American Veterans Auxiliary (PLAVA) Pulaski Chapter
#30 in 1990 and served in various leadership capacities including Sgt-at-Arms, Vice
President, Auditor and Chapter President for four years.
Hattie served as delegate at state and national conventions. She assumed active and
leadership roles at the state level including Sunshine Chairperson, Ways and Means CoChairperson and she is currently serving as Vice President of the Polish Legion of American
Veterans, Ladies Auxiliary Department of Ohio, where she started the program
“Condolences for Families of Fallen Heroes”. This program sends a donation to the family
of the service man or woman killed in action from our area.
The Department of Ohio PLAVA selected Hattie Bilsey “Woman of the Year 2004".


NEWTON D. BAKER CLEVELAND CHAPTER
ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY
Since 1950, the Association of the United States Army
has worked to support all aspects of national security
while advancing the interests of America's Army and the
men and women who serve.
AUSA is a private, non-profit educational organization
that supports America's Army - Active, National Guard,
Reserve, Civilians, Retirees, Government Civilians,
Wounded Warriors, Veterans, and family members.
AUSA provides numerous Professional Development
Opportunities at a variety of events both local and
national.
OUR MISSION - AUSA represents every American Soldier by:
- Being the voice for all components of America's Army
- Fostering public support of the Army's role in national security
- Providing professional education and information programs
OUR VISION - As the premier voice for America's Soldiers, we are a dedicated team
committed to building the best professional and representative association for the world's
best Army.
OUR VALUES
- Excellence – Innovation – Professionalism – Inclusiveness – Integrity - Responsiveness
AUSA is open to all Army ranks and all components -- including Active, National Guard,
Army Reserve -- Government civilians, retirees, Wounded Warriors, Veterans, concerned
citizens and family members. Indeed AUSA welcomes anyone who subscribes to the
philosophy of a strong national defense with special concern for the Army. Community
businesses and defense industry companies are also welcome to join AUSA – www.ausa.org

THE NEWTON D. BAKER CLEVELAND CHAPTER
ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATE ARMY
THANKS THE IRAQ WAR VETERANS,
ALL VETERANS, THOSE WHO SERVE AND THEIR FAMILIES


IRAQ WAR FACTS AND STATISTICS
(From http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Centers/saban/iraq%20index/index20120131.PDF )
TOTAL U.S. MILITARY FATALITIES, by Year
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007 2008
2009
2010
2011
486
849
846
822
904
314
149
60
54
Total: March 19, 2003 (start of major combat operations) through December 31, 2011:
Fatalities (all kinds): 4,487
Fatalities in hostile incidents: 3,526
Fatalities in non-hostile incidents: 961
TOTAL U.S. TROOPS WOUNDED, by Year
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2,416 8,005 5,944 6,412 6,112 2,051
677
Total: March 19, 2003 through December 31, 2011: 32,223

2010
389

2011
217

AMERICAN MILITARY FATALITIES BY CATEGORY MARCH 19, 2003 –APRIL 4, 2011
Total fatalities as of April 4, 2011: 4,434 <> Gender - Male: 4,324 - Female: 110
Age - Younger than 22: 1,287; 22-24: 1,080; 25-30: 1,133; 31-35: 428; Older than 35: 506
Component - Active: 3,519; Reserve: 416; National Guard: 499
Military service - Army: 3,245; Marines: 1,022; Navy: 102; Air Force: 55; Coast Guard: 1
Officers/Enlisted - Officer: 428; E5-E9: 1,450; E1-E4: 2,556
Race/Ethnicity - American Indian or Alaska Native: 42; Asian: 84; Black or African American: 433;
Hispanic or Latino: 469; Multiple races, pending or unknown: 47; Native Hawaiian or
Pacific Islander: 52; White: 3,307
NON-U.S. COALITION TROOP FATALITIES BY COUNTRY SINCE MARCH 19, 2003
U.K (179); Italy (33); Poland (23); Ukraine (18); Bulgaria (13); Spain (11) ; Denmark (7); El Salvador (5);
Slovakia (4); Georgia (4); Latvia (3); Romania (3); Australia (2); Estonia (2); Netherlands (2); Thailand (2);
Czech Republic (1); Hungary (1); South Korea (1); Kazakhstan (1); Azerbaijan (1)
Total through publication date (Jan. 31, 2012): 316
TIMELINE (from http://timelines.latimes.com/iraq/)
Oct. 11, 2002 - Congress authorizes the use of force against Iraq. Ending a somber debate that pushed past
midnight, the Senate votes, 77 to 23, for the resolution. The action came hours after the House gave its approval on a 296-133 vote. Nov. 8, 2002 - United Nations Security Council passes Resolution 1441 calling on Iraq to
cooperate with weapons inspectors. The show of international unity sends a strong message to Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein that he is without allies if he continues to defy the United Nations, ambassadors said. March
17, 2003 - President George W. Bush gives Saddam Hussein a 48-hour deadline to leave Iraq or face sure destruction “at a time of our choosing.” March 20, 2003 - U.S. and British troops sweep into southern Iraq in an
invasion aimed at Baghdad, where a new wave of missiles and bombs struck a presidential compound housing
several government departments at the heart of Saddam Hussein’s power. April 9, 2003 - Baghdad falls - U.S.
troops break Saddam Hussein’s 24-year grip on Iraq. With help from the Marines, Iraqis topple a four-story
statue of the president. Looting of government and public buildings, including museums and armories, ensues
unchecked amid mass disorder. May 1, 2003 - Aboard USS Abraham Lincoln, President Bush tells a cheering
crew that U.S. forces have brought about a ‘turning of the tide’ against terrorism. Underneath a banner reading
“Mission Accomplished,” the president says the conflict with Iraq marked the beginning of “a new era” in waging war. July 22, 2003 - U.S. forces kill Saddam Hussein’s sons Uday and Qusai in a firefight at a luxury
home on the outskirts of Mosul. The two brothers ranked second only to their father in the deposed regime and


Greater Cleveland Fisher House
At Cleveland VA Medical Center
www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org
The Fisher House program is a unique private-public partnership that supports America's military in
their time of need. The program recognizes the special sacrifices of our men and women in uniform
and the hardships of military service by meeting a humanitarian need beyond that normally provided
by the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs.
Because members of the military and their families are stationed worldwide and must often travel
great distances for specialized medical care, Fisher House Foundation donates "comfort homes,"
built on the grounds of major military and VA medical centers. These homes enable family members
to be close to a loved one at the most stressful times - during the hospitalization for an unexpected
illness, disease, or injury.
There is at least one Fisher House at every major military medical center to assist families in need
and to ensure that they are provided with the comforts of home in a supportive environment.
Annually, the Fisher House program serves more than 11,000 families, and have made available
nearly three million days of lodging to family members since the program originated in 1990. By
law, there is no charge for any family to stay at a Fisher House operated by the Department of
Veterans Affairs; and Fisher House Foundation uses donations to reimburse the individual Fisher
Houses operated by the Army, Navy, and Air Force. No family pays to stay at any Fisher House!
In addition to constructing the new houses, the Fisher House Foundation (www.fisherhouse.org)
continues to support existing Fisher Houses and help individual military families in need. They also
are proud to administer and sponsor Scholarships for Military Children, the Hero Miles program, and
co-sponsor the Newman's Own Award.
DONATE ONLINE / GET INVOLVED – Greater Cleveland Fisher House
www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org
Mail Donations to:

Greater Cleveland Fisher House
21886 Seabury Avenue Cleveland, OH 44126

Hattie is also a member of The Independent Order of Foresters, Fraternal Order of Eagles
#3505. She is active in the community as a member of The Grand Knights and Ladies of
Pulaski and held offices of President and Vice President in her area senior center.
Hattie was on the finance committee of her church, St. Patrick West Park, until it closed in
2009. She rejoined the church family when it reopened in 2012.
Hattie experienced another heartbreak then, in that Arthur passed away in 2009. Their son
James took over the business.
Hattie is deeply committed to the needs of hospitalized Veterans. She volunteers at Wade
Park Veterans Administration Medical Center, has dedicated over 4000 hours in that mission
and holds the office of Veterans Affairs Volunteer Services Deputy.
She is in her seventh year as Deputy, its duties include quarterly meetings to discuss needs
and fund raising necessary for the good of the veterans. Most Sundays you will find Hattie at
Wade Park Hospital bringing down veterans for church and later serving coffee and donuts.
She also joins her PLAV Chapter #30 on their semi-annual ward treat outreach, where Hattie
is in charge of packing treat bags and distributing them to the wards.
Christmas time is also a time for packing bags of needed items supplied by the hospital and
donations for all the hospitalized veterans. Summers include attending a picnic hosted by the
VA Medical Center, where she sometimes also assists.
Hattie retired from TOPS Supermarkets after 31 years of service. She started as Dairy
Manager and then progressed to Computer Prices Programmer, the position she held until
her retirement.
Hattie enjoys her family, spoiling her grandchildren Nicholas and Amy (husband Jason) as
well as her one great granddaughter, Emma Margaret-Marie.

Typical Fisher House





VETERANS DAY 2012

SALUTING IRAQ VETERANS
FOR A JOB WELL DONE
WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS FOR THOSE CONTINUING THOSE MISSIONS,
AS WELL AS FOR THOSE SERVING ELSEWHERE

Welcome

Cleveland Department of Public Safety
Base Cleveland Veterans Committee

Master of Ceremony

We take this opportunity to welcome our new generation of veterans and thank you for your
sacrifice and service throughout Southwest Asia and beyond. We congratulate all for your
commitments to continue to contribute to your country, communities, families, fellow veterans and
citizens through your pursuits in education, volunteering and careers.

Presenting of Colors

Those of us who preceded you in service to our nation, along with our families and many a
citizen, stand ready to continue to support you and your families. We have stood by you with our
hearts and our efforts, rallied resources for you and your families while you were serving our country
and we shall not forget our duty to continue in providing the care and resources needed to help you
benefit from what you and your families have earned and deserve. You can reach out to us and we
will be there for you and your families, we hope you continue to share with us your needs and
successes.
We welcome you into the universal brotherhood of veterans, its traditions, and most of all our
care for each other, our families, our fellow man, our communities and our country. May you find it
as pleasurable and fulfilling as we have, find the passion to continue this legacy. Pass it on to those
who will follow you with the enthusiasm and commitment that hopefully we have shown to you
through our words and deeds.
PLEASE NOTE: As we, Vietnam War and Era Veterans, strive to establish a day of recognition
with the March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day, for your service we will also pave the way for a day of
recognition with a date and title to be determined by your own generation

National Anthem

Lisa Padro-Baire

Invocation

Reverend George Hankins, Chaplain
Cleveland VA Medical Center

Recognitions
Rimantas Ray Saikus

“SERVICE TO VETERANS AND COMMUNITY AWARD”
Citizen Honoree – Hattie Bilsey
Veteran Honoree – Gary T. Rezabek, SFC U.S. Army (Ret)

Richard DeChant

“SALUTE AND THANK YOU - IRAQ WAR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES”

Guest Speakers

John Lasko, Esq-CPA – Blue Star Parent of
Iraq and Afghanistan Veteran
Nash Hagen – Senior – Lutheran West High School
Fellowship of Christian Athletes

Proclamations

“SALUTE TO PURPLE HEART MEDAL RECIPIENTS”

PURPLE HEART COUNTY

C. Ellen Connally, President Cuyahoga County Council

PURPLE HEART CITY

Frank G. Jackson, Mayor City of Cleveland

Cleveland’s Legacy Preserved
USS Cleveland (C-19) Bell

Gary Singletary, Assistant Director of Law

God Bless America

Lisa Padro-Baire

Benediction

Reverend George Hankins, Chaplain

Amazing Grace

Public Safety Pipes and Drums

Base Cleveland Veterans Committee

Cleveland Department of Public Safety

Taps

James Quisenberry
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 15

Volley


Rimantas Ray Saikus, President
Joint Veterans Commission of Cuyahoga County

“ You and us are the voices for those who no longer have a voice or a choice ”
Vietnam Veterans Motto - Never again will one generation of Veterans abandon another

Color Guard
Cleveland Department of Public Safety

Acknowledgments/Greetings

You are special, take the opportunity to reach out to each other and continue those special bonds
that you forged while in the service and especially while in harm’s way. Your mutual understanding
will carry you through whatever obstacle life sends your way. Embrace the help of your family and
friends to navigate past any turbulent experiences and take good care of yourselves and your
families, take advantage of any help offered and available.

Richard DeChant, CDR U.S. Coast Guard (Ret)
Executive Director, Veterans Services and Programs
Cuyahoga Community College

PROTECT YOUR LEGACY
“You and your families will not be forgotten”

Martin L. Flask, Director

Brook Park 3rd Battalion 25th Marines Detachment,
Marine Corps League



