A SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM

EQUAL HONOR FOR ALL
P.O. Box 32070 Cleveland, Ohio 44132-0070 Tel. (216) 456-2220 E-mail: info@equalhonor.org www.equalhonor.org
An IRS approved 501(c)(3) charitable organization
Donations are tax deductible per IRS guidelines

We thank those who participated in the program, those who placed the ads, as well as the following individuals and
organizations for their contributions to the success of this event through their dedicated work and generous support.

MARCH 29TH

******

Brian Albrecht, Reporter and Editors at the THE PLAIN DEALER – www.cleveland.com
Ron Seman, Columnist and Editors of the RECORD PUBLISHING CO.
Ellen Psenicka, Editor/Owner of NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
For coverage of programs supporting Veterans, sharing with the public the special stories of those who served and Veterans
lifetime commitment to our country, each other, men and women serving, their families, fellow citizens and communities.
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OUR HOSTS
CITY OF GARFIELD HEIGHTS AND MAYOR VIC COLLOVA

NORTHEAST OHIO

* * * * * *

DONORS
PEPSI BEVERAGE COMPANY - Twinsburg, Ohio
* * * * * *

ORGANIZING TEAM
Rimantas Ray Saikus, President and James Quisenberry, Vice-President
Equal Honor For All - www.equalhonor.org
Patrick McLaughlin, President
Greater Cleveland Veterans Memorial Inc. www.clevelandvetsmemorial.org
Steve Merkel – Sound Engineer
Citizens Vision www.citizensvision.org
Ron Schwachenwald, President
Purple Heart Homes – Greater Cleveland Chapter
Thomas Jenks, President
Joint Veterans Council of Cuyahoga County www.jvcocc.org
Frank Kennedy and Color Guard
Gung-Ho Detachment Marine Corps League of Brook Park Ohio www.mcleague.org
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AND
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“NEVER AGAIN WILL THE CITIZENS NOR A GENERATION OF VETERANS
ABANDON ANOTHER VETERANS’ GENERATION OR OUR NATION’S DEFENDERS
AND THEIR RESPECTIVE FAMILIES”

American Legion Post 304 – Garfield Heights
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3445 – Garfield Heights

CITY OF GARFIELD HEIGHTS CIVIC CENTER

* * * * * *

5407 TURNEY ROAD
GARFIELD HEIGHTS, OHIO 44125

VETERANS PROJECTS
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF VIETNAM WAR -

www.vietnamwar50th.com

GREATER CLEVELAND FISHER HOUSE - www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org
GREATER CLEVELAND VETERANS MEMORIAL, INC. - www.clevelandvetsmemorial.org
LIBERTY VETERANS HONOR GARDEN AND WWI LIBERTY ROW MEMORIALS
www.jvcocc.org/LVHG Presentation 20090704.pdf

JOINT VETERANS COUNCIL OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
™

Equal Honor for All
was formed by Veterans and Citizens committed to promote the
formation of a National Military Honor and Service Museum dedicated to remembering and honoring the
sacrifice and service of our nation's defenders. The site and building is to be of such stature and design as
to demonstrate to the world the unmistakable gratitude of its citizens to the nation's defenders and their
families. The facility is to be located in or near our nation's capital, Washington D.C.
This entity will present, to the nation and the world, the story of the military events that our
defenders participated in and shaped this nation and the world. It will house tributes to those who gave
their lives and those who served in the missions to defend this country and the world throughout the
history of this nation, starting with the Revolutionary War. It shall allow for future defenders to be
remembered and honored, and their stories preserved for posterity.
It will be the place of "Equal Honor for All" ™, one where we will remember and honor the
greatest citizens of each and all generations together as well as preserve their stories of service, sacrifice,
and valor for future generations. This special honorees being all those who made the ultimate sacrifice as
well as all who served, their respective families and the citizens who understood and remembered the
sacrifice and delivered the honor and care that our troops, veterans and families deserve.
Equal Honor for All ™ has supported our current and past nation’s defenders as well as their
families recognition and care programs (at the local, state, and national levels) and will continue to do so.
A Call to Preserve a Legacy
“The greatest citizens of each of our nation’s generations: those who died defending our country, those
who served, those who stand vigilant now and will in the future, their respective families, and the loving
citizens who supported them and their loved ones while the defenders were in harm’s way, embraced
them and their families when they came home and made it their lifetime duty to help them all heal”
At this moment, in our country, we have about 23 million veterans but our numbers are rapidly
dwindling. We share a unique bond in that most have experienced the sacrifice or have a great
understanding of it. Also there is an extension of us veterans, our families and friends, and the families of
those who gave their lives for our country, most of whom also have a very personal knowledge of what
call to duty demands and its toll on those who serve and their families. We have to work together, across
all veterans’ organizations and as individuals, to make sure that future generations of veterans and
families will receive the best care they rightfully deserve and our fellow citizens have a clear reminder of
the price for the freedoms they enjoy. The significance of our contributions should not die with us and we
should leave an easier path for future veterans to assert their role in our society. We salute and commend
all who make a lifetime commitment to serve their fellow veterans, those who are currently serving our
country and their respective families. Our numbers, when working in unison, can guarantee an outcome
worth the legacy that we share. We shall never forget those who gave their lives for our country or waver
in caring for the loved ones they left behind.
We invite every fellow citizen to reflect on the sacrifice of the few that now are serving and dedicate a
few hours each month to support them and their families needs. A lifetime commitment of support is what
they will really need to help them navigate the waves and storms of life. This new generation of veterans
and families can count on us Veterans to be there for them and their loved ones, for the bond of those who
served will be one that will last to the end of our days and there is no force great enough to break it.

American Legion
Army and Navy Union
Association of the U.S. Army
Catholic War Veterans
Cleveland American Veterans Association
Italian American War Veterans
Jewish War Veterans
Korean War Veterans Association
Marine Corps League
Military Officers Association of America
Military Order of the Purple Heart
Navy Seabee Veterans of America

Paralyzed Veterans of America
Polish Legion of American Veterans
Purple Heart Homes
Reserve Officers Association
Special Forces Association
Ukrainian American Veterans
United Spanish War Veterans
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America
Waves National
82nd Airborne Division Association

JVCOCC History and Goals
The Joint Veterans Council of Cuyahoga County (JVCOCC)** previously Joint Veterans
Commission of Cuyahoga County was established in 1932 to bring together the energies of the
various Veterans organizations, work on common goals and commemorations. The JVCOCC
sponsors the following annual events (Details of previous years events and their program
booklets found at www.jvcocc.org): Flag Day with U.S. Army Birthday and Naturalization
Ceremony; Veterans Day; and the annual Officer Installation and Outstanding Veteran of the
Year Award Dinner in February; supports the Memorial Day Association of Greater Cleveland
(MDAOGC) to sponsor the Traditional May 30th Memorial Day observance; and has partnered with
the Association of the United States Army to sponsor the Armed Forces Outstanding Patriot event. It
has also undertaken the establishing of a Liberty Veterans Honor Garden amongst the Cleveland
Cultural Gardens and the restoration of Liberty Row, a memorial dedicated in 1919 with trees
planted and medallions at their bases for those killed from the Greater Cleveland area during WWI.
** - The word “Commission” in the name was changed to “Council” to help distinguish this
organization from the Veterans Service Commission of Cuyahoga County and to help highlight
the missions of both organizations in supporting and serving our Veterans, our nation’s defenders
and their respective families as well as our communities.
JVCOCC P.O. Box 5350 Cleveland, OH 44101
Tel. (216) 373-7799 info@jvcocc.org www.jvcocc.org
An IRS approved 501(c)(3) charitable organization
Donations are tax deductible per IRS guidelines

VETERANS SERVICE COMMISSION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY -- www.vsc.cuyahogacounty.us
Tel. (216) 698-2600 1849 Prospect Ave #150, Cleveland, OH 44115

CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMON PLEAS
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT

VIETNAM WAR
50TH ANNIVERSARY

Judge Michael Jackson, Presiding

MARCH 29TH
VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY

www.vietnamwar50th.com
&

www.equalhonor.org

NEEDED: “A Few Good – Mentors”
The Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) is a judge-supervised treatment program for veterans
eligible to participate and approved by the VTC Judge. The intent of the VTC is to develop
in each veteran a greater self-sufficiency and the ability to live a law-abiding life. The VTC
now has 75 Veterans under its supervision and supported by mentors.
A key component of the VTC is the volunteer Veteran Mentor Support Program
(Mentor Program). Mentors are veterans who volunteer their time to assist veterans in the
VTC. Veterans are better served by having a support system that includes veterans who
understand the different aspects of the military experience, whether in combat or not, as well
as the challenges of re-adapting to civilian life. Mentors develop a supportive relationship
with veterans. This increases the likelihood that these veterans will remain in treatment,
attain and manage sobriety, maintain law-abiding behavior, and successfully readjust to
civilian life. All Mentors will take part in a training program before assisting veterans, as
well as attending all continuing training programming when scheduled.
The Mentor acts as a coach, a guide, a role model, and provides support for the veteran that
only another veteran can provide. A Mentor is not a counselor. The Mentor encourages,
guides, and supports the veteran at each stage of the VTC process. Mentors need the ability
to listen to the veteran and to provide support.

TO SIGN UP FOR DUTY CONTACT:
Judge Michael Jackson: cpmej@cuyahogacounty.us or 216-443-8755
VTC Coordinator: awozniak@cuyahogacounty.us or 216-443-8484
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Currently we commemorate a half century milestone in the Vietnam War experience with the
Department of Defense leading the commemoration of the Vietnam War 50th Anniversary. This is
a 15 year program paralleling the actual length of the war with partnered activities each year.
A national March 29th Vietnam War Veterans Day has been enacted in 2017 by action of the
th
115 Congress and signed by President Donald J. Trump. It is a day when the nation will remember
and deliver in perpetuity, the respect and gratitude of its citizens to those who during the Vietnam
War and Era: made the ultimate sacrifice and served as well as their respective families; the citizens
who supported the nation’s defenders and their families while in harm’s way and when they came
home, our allies who served alongside our troops throughout the world and their families.
50th ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
The Department of Defense is assisting a grateful Nation in commemorating the 50th
Anniversary of the Vietnam War with a series of events, activities, and programs. Events will honor
veterans and their families, recognize contributions and sacrifices made on the home front, provide
Americans with a clear understanding and history of the Vietnam War, and recognize the
contributions of civilian organizations to the war effort.
(1) To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as
prisoners of war or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the United
States and to thank and honor the families of these veterans.
(2) To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of
Federal agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations that served with, or in
support of, the Armed Forces.
(3) To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States
during the Vietnam War.
(4) To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military research conducted during the Vietnam War.
(5) To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United States during the
Vietnam War
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DRAFTEES VS. VOLUNTEERS:
25% (648,500) of total forces in country were draftees. (66% of U.S. armed forces members were drafted during
WWII).
Draftees accounted for 30.4% (17,725) of combat deaths in Vietnam.
Reservists killed: 5,977
National Guard: 6,140 served: 101 died.
Total draftees (1965 - 73): 1,728,344.
Actually served in Vietnam: 38% Marine Corps Draft: 42,633.
Last man drafted: June 30, 1973.
RACE AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND:
88.4% of the men who actually served in Vietnam were Caucasian; 10.6% (275,000) were black; 1% belonged to
other races.
86.3% of the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasian (includes Hispanics);
12.5% (7,241) were black; 1.2% belonged to other races.
170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2% of total) died there.
70% of enlisted men killed were of North-west European descent.
86.8% of the men who were killed as a result of hostile action were Caucasian; 12.1% (5,711) were black; 1.1%
belonged to other races.
14.6% (1,530) of non-combat deaths were among blacks.
34% of blacks who enlisted volunteered for the combat arms.
Overall, blacks suffered 12.5% of the deaths in Vietnam at a time when the percentage of blacks of militar y age was
13.5% of the total population.
Religion of Dead: Protestant -- 64.4%; Catholic -- 28.9%; other/none -- 6.7%
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS - Vietnam Veterans
- have a lower unemployment rate than the same non-vet age groups; personal income exceeds our non-veteran age
group by more than 18 percent. 76% of the men sent to Vietnam were from lower middle/working class
backgrounds. Three-fourths had family incomes above the poverty level; 50% were from middle income
backgrounds. 23% had fathers with professional, managerial or technical occupations. 79% who served in Vietnam
had a high school education or better when they entered the military service. 63% of Korean War vets and only 45%
of WWII vets had completed high school upon separation. Deaths by region/100,000 population: South - 31%, West
-29.9%; Midwest - 28.4%; Northeast - 23.5%.
DRUG USAGE & CRIME:
There is no difference in drug usage between Vietnam Veterans and non-Vietnam Veterans of the same age group.
(Source: Veterans Administration Study) Vietnam Veterans are less likely to be in prison - only one-half of one
percent of Vietnam Veterans have been jailed for crimes. 85% of Vietnam Veterans made successful transitions to
civilian life.
HONORABLE SERVICE:
97% of Vietnam-era veterans were honorably discharged. 91% of actual Vietnam War veterans and 90% of those
who saw heavy combat are proud to have served their country.
74% say they would serve again, even knowing the outcome.
87% of the public now holds Vietnam veterans in high esteem.
WINNING & LOSING:
82% of veterans who saw heavy combat strongly believe the war was lost because of lack of political will. Nearly
75% of the public agrees it was a failure of political will, not of arms or those who fought it.
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STATISTICS FOR INDIVIDUALS IN UNIFORM
AND IN COUNTRY VIETNAM VETERANS
7.6 million - Number of Vietnam-era veterans in 2009. Thirty-five percent of all living veterans served during this
time (1964-1975). Source: 2009 American Community Survey http://factfinder.census.gov/
Information below obtained from
http://www.nationalvietnamveteransfoundation.org/statistics.htm
* 9,087,000 military served on active duty - Vietnam Era (August 5, 1964 - May 7, 1975).
* 8,744,000 GIs were on active duty during the war (Aug 5, 1964-March 29,1973).
* 2,709,918 Americans served in Vietnam, this number represents 9.7% of their generation.
* 3,403,100 (Including 514,300 offshore) personnel served in the broader Southeast Asia Theater (Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, flight crews based in Thailand, and sailors in adjacent South China Sea waters).
* 2,594,000 personnel served within the borders of South Vietnam (Jan. 1,1965 - March 29, 1973). Another 50,000
men served in Vietnam between 1960 and 1964.
* Of the 2.6 million, between 1-1.6 million (40-60%) either fought in combat, provided close support or were at least
fairly regularly exposed to enemy attack.
* 7,484 women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in Vietnam.
* Peak troop strength in Vietnam: 543,482 (April 30, 1968).
CASUALTIES:
Cuyahoga County - 418 sons memorialized on Cleveland’s “Fountain of Eternal Life” Mall “A”
Ohio – 3095 sons and daughters memorialized at Ohio Veterans Memorial Park in Clinton
***************************************************************************
The first man to die in Vietnam was James Davis, in 1958. He was with the 509th Radio Research Station. Davis
Station in Saigon was named for him.
Hostile deaths: 47,378 Non-hostile deaths: 10,800
Total: 58,267 (Includes men formerly classified as MIA and Mayaguez casualties). Men who have subsequently died
of wounds account for the changing total.
8 nurses died -- 1 was KIA.
61% of the men killed were 21 or younger.
11,465 of those killed were younger than 20 years old.
Of those killed, 17,539 were married.
Average age of men killed: 23.1 years
Total Deaths: 23.11 years
Enlisted: 50,274 22.37 years Officers: 6,598 28.43 years
Warrants: 1,276 24.73 years E1: 525 20.34 years
11B MOS: 18,465 22.55 years
Five men killed in Vietnam were only 16 years old.
The oldest man killed was 62 years old.
Highest state death rate: West Virginia - 84.1% (national average 58.9% for every 100,000 males in 1970).
WOUNDED, AGENT ORANGE, AND POW/MIA:
Wounded: 303,704 -- 153,329 hospitalized + 150,375 injured requiring no hospital care.
Severely disabled: 75,000, -- 23,214: 100% disabled; 5,283 lost limbs; 1,081 sustained multiple amputations.
Amputation or crippling wounds to lower extremities 300% higher than in WWII and 70% higher than Korea.
Multiple amputations occurred at the rate of 18.4% compared to 5.7% in WWII.
**** Unknown number of returnees who died from exposure to Agent Orange ****
Missing in Action: 2,338 POWs: 766 (114 died in captivity)
As of January 25, 2011, there are 1,702 Americans still unaccounted for from Vietnam War.
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MARCH 29TH VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY
A Day for all who served during the Vietnam War and Era
** Explanation why not to use March 30 nor Welcome Home below **
Status Recognizing This Special Day Of Respect And Gratitude
NATIONAL MARCH 29TH VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY LEGISLATION COMPETED IN CONGRESS
It was introduced on February 3rd , 2017 as Senate Bill S.305 to establish March 29th Vietnam War Veterans Day as a
national day of observance and was passed by unanimous vote on February 6th and immediately sent on to the U.S.
House of Representatives (House) Committee on the Judiciary. It lingered in the Judiciary Committee until March 16
when it was sent to the full House, where it was passed on March 21 st . On March 23rd the U.S. Senate presented to the
President. The national effort was pursued by March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day National Coalition of States
Council with Ohio being represented by three delegates (Paul Hauke, Jim Rosin and R Ray Saikus) and Saikus being
its Secretary and the Council spokesman. The Coalition of States Council succeeded in educating Congress (after the
2011 March 30 Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day resolution) to change its 2012 resolution and Presidential
Proclamation as well as introduce legislation as March 29th VIETNAM VETERANS DAY. The March 30th date
confusion still lingers in a few states that followed Congress 2011 resolution. The observance at state levels can be
found at http://www.ncsl.org/research/military-and-veterans-affairs/vietnam-veterans-day-legislation-and-statutes.aspx
The timeline of the almost 7 years of championing the cause and its supporting documentation which includes
recent communications to Congress and then President Elect Donald J. Trump requesting the enactment of
March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day national legislation can be viewed and downloaded/printed from the link at
https://www.slideshare.net/RRaySaikus/march-29th-vietnam-veterans-day-cause-history-and-documents-73224920.

TIME TO CORRECT TO MARCH 29TH

STATE OF OHIO
AS DAY OF OBSERVANCE BY AMENDING LEGISLATION

In 2012 Ohio enacted in error using March 30 as Vietnam Veterans Day even though legislation was introduce with
March 29th as day and legislature informed of negativity of March 30. Sadly, enacted after Congress resolution and
Presidential Proclamation making March 29th VIETNAM VETERANS DAY in 2012. Cuyahoga County (most
populous with Veterans) was disregarded by state legislators after it had designated March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY
Established March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day in November of 2011 by action of County Council and Executive and
county hosted first commemoration on March 29th of 2012. Equal Honor For All has sponsored all events since then.

WHY NO TO MARCH 30TH
(a) March 30th is tainted because the blood of our nation's defenders was spilled by the North Vietnamese when the
Eastertide invasion (Easter Offensive) started on March 30, 1972 and lasted through October 22 of 1972, a complete
affront to our goodwill at the peace negotiations. (b) The Easter Offensive, and also (Chiến dịch Xuân hè 1972 in
Vietnamese) was a military campaign conducted by the People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) against the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN, the regular army of South Vietnam) and the United States military. (c) The offensive
was given a title steeped in Vietnamese history. In 1773 the three Tây Sơn brothers (so-called because of the place of
their origin) united a Vietnam divided by civil war and social unrest. The youngest brother, Nguyễn Huệ, then defeated
an invading Chinese army on the outskirts of Hanoi in 1788. This was an obvious 200th anniversary goal to unite
Vietnam under Communist rule regardless of the Peace Treaty negotiations. (d) Also on March 30 of 1975, the
North Vietnamese again violated the peace accords and disregarded our goodwill and deprived the South Vietnamese
people of their right of self determination agreed to by the North. It created despair and brought the death of more of
our people while trying to protect and help evacuate the people of the illegally occupied South Vietnam.

WHY NO to "WELCOME HOME" in name
Using "Welcome Home" comes across like a "LAST MAN STANDING" tribute and lacks clarity as to whom
gratitude and respect should be delivered especially those who gave their lives for our country and those who died
afterward as a consequence of the war as well as their respective families. This day is a perpetual message on behalf of
"THOSE WHO NO LONGER HAVE A VOICE OR A CHOICE" that no other generation will endure the same pain.
Our newest generation of veterans and nation’s defenders will find comfort to know that their sacrifice and service and
that of their families will also not be forgotten, many being Vietnam War and Era Veterans’ children or grandchildren.
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Guest Speaker
GARY SINGLETARY
Attorney, Chief Counsel of the
City of Cleveland
United States Army
Republic of South Korea 1973-1974
Gary was born in Orlando, Florida on September 1950 to Winfield and Mary Singletary. A few years
later his father returned to active duty with the United States and Gary became an Army Brat.
Shortly after his father graduated from OCS and helicopter flight school the family spent three years
(a long tour) in Crailsheim and Illisheim Germany where Gary attended Kindergarten and First
Grade in two DOD schools. Like life for many similarly situated military dependents life and
schooling was whirlwind of travel and different schools – 2nd Grade at Fort Worth/Fort Sam
Houston, Texas (2 schools) , 3rd and 4th grade at Fort Benning Georgia (2 schools – one on post one
off), 5th and 6th grade at Ft. Eustis, Virginia, 7th Grade at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 8th Grade with
civilians in Orlando Florida while Winfield was on an unaccompanied tour to Korea, 9 th and 10th
grade at Ft. Lee, Virginia and 11th and 12th grade at Seoul American High School in the Republic of
Korea, where Gary graduated in 1968. After graduating from high school Gary attended Texas A&M
University in College Station, Texas where as an “Aggie” he received an Army ROTC Scholarship
and spent four years in the Corps of Cadets. Gary participated in the Army ROTC Flight program
and graduated with a BBA in Marketing.
After being commissioned a 2LT in the Army Transportation Corps Gary attended his branch basic
course at Ft. Eustis and then proceeded to Ft. Wolters, Texas where he completed his initial primary
training (Class 73-16 – Red Hats) in Army flight school flying the TH-55 helicopter. Gary advanced
to Ft. Rucker, Alabama for advanced helicopter training in the UH-1B and H model helicopters.
Gary graduated from flight school in June 1973 and then proceeded back to Ft. Eustis Virginia to
complete the Aviation Maintenance Officer Course (phase 1) and the maintenance test pilot course
(phase 2). After completing AMOC he was assigned to Camp Casey Korea and the 2 nd Infantry
Division at where he first served as a pilot with the Bn.’s “A “Company (Air Assault) and also with
E Company 702 Mnt. Bn (“Easy Riders”) as the 2 nd Aviation Battalion’s Direct Support (DS)
Maintenance Platoon Leader. Being close to the Korean DMZ the 2 nd Aviation Battalion maintained
one of the Army’s highest operational readiness profiles during the 1974 time period. The battalion
mix of aircraft included the UH-1 (“Iroquois”), AH-1 (“Cobra”), and OH-58 (“Kiowa”) helicopters.
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Master of Ceremonies
EDWARD PFAHL
Small Business Consultant
United States Army
Republic of Vietnam 1968-1969

Edward Pfahl was born on the lower West Side of Cleveland, Ohio. After graduating in 1966 from St.
Michael High School, Edward enlisted in the U.S. Army in October 1966. He was sent to Fort Benning in
Georgia for basic training, advanced individual training at Fort Dix and then Fort Benjamin Harrison. He
was initially trained in Army Finance (73C20 Pay/Disbursement Specialist). On Christmas Eve 1967, he
caught a plane from Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to Oakland, California for processing to
Vietnam. He was assigned to the 25th Infantry Division, 4th BN (Mech) 23rd Infantry (Tomahawks – “We
Serve”), headquartered at Cu Chi, Vietnam. Here his duties, both on the Cu Chi base camp and
periodically in the field included performing or supervising the travel, military pay disbursement, internal
control and pay operations. Edward served in Viet Nam for most of 1968, returning for a short period to
Fort Hood, Texas before being discharged in 1969.
Following discharge in 1969, Edward worked for the Cleveland Electric Illuminating Company for twenty
years. During this time, Edward attended Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) and graduated from
Baldwin Wallace University in 1991 with a Business degree. In 1995, Edward started his own business
consulting company, focusing on business management/leadership education and overall business process
improvement. Edward ran for city council in Strongsville, Ohio and was elected to public office as
Councilman for Ward 2. In 1997 Edward joined his business with a Chicago consulting firm as Vice
President of Change Management. In 2009, this Company was purchased by Ernst and Young where he
led major process and change management efforts with international companies like ExxonMobil,
Caterpillar, Hewlett Packard and Honda before retiring in 2015.
Today following his formal retirement, Edward has returned to his roots and reestablished his business
consulting firm. He lives in Strongsville with his wife JoAnn and they have two sons and three
granddaughters. Both Edward and JoAnn maintain their involvement in charitable activities and their
Church, St. Colette in Brunswick, Ohio. Their younger son, Joseph is a graduate of Cleveland State
University and still lives in the area working at Safeguard Properties Inc. in human resources. Their other
son, Doctor Michael Pfahl Ph.D., is leaving his current position as Professor of Sports Management at
Ohio University after accepting the position of Dean of the International College, Bangkok University,
Bangkok, Thailand. He is expected to start there in June 2017.
Edward and his wife JoAnn will be celebrating their 47th wedding anniversary in July 2017 and enjoy
traveling, fishing and happy hour at Stancato’s Restaurant in Parma, Ohio
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Gary Singletary (continued)
Gary was promoted to 1LT while in Korea and departed after a year for the First cavalry Division at Ft.
Hood, Texas where he was assigned to the 27th Maintenance Battalion as the Aviation Material Officer.
The 27th Maint. Bn. was one of the largest battalions, if not the largest, in the First Cav. During this
period he was made the Battalion’s Operations (S-3) and Intelligence (S-2) Officer. During his time with
the First Cav Gary met his wife Molly, an Army Nurse who was attending the Army’s Intensive Care
training course at Ft. Sam Houston. After graduation in the Summer of 1975 Molly was assigned to Ft.
Carson, Colorado. Gary requested and was transferred to Ft. Carson in late 1975. Showing up relatively
unannounced Gary was assigned to the 68th S&T Battalion where he served as a platoon leader until
being promoted to Captain in June 1976. He then served as the Supply Officer (S-4) for Training
Command during. During the 1976 Biennial Celebration Gary was assigned to Camp McCoy Wisconsin
where he served as an Evaluator for two Illinois National Guard Companies during their Summer
training. After serving for 4 1/2 years on active duty Gary, and Molly, left active duty in January 1977
and moved to Columbus, Ohio. Molly was from Lancaster, Ohio and had received her BSN from Ohio
State University in 1973. Gary remained in the Individual Ready Reserve after leaving active duty and
intermittently did short periods of active duty at a variety of locations to include Fifth Army
headquarters, the 24th Infantry Division, and Ft. Rucker, Alabama. Molly remained very active in the
National Guard and Reserves and subsequently retired as a Lt. Colonel with 24 years of credited service
Gary enrolled in graduate school at Ohio State University where he received an M.A. in Public
Administration. After receiving his degree in December 1978 he accepted a job with the non-partisan
Ohio Legislative Budget Office where he worked with the Ohio General Assembly as a Fiscal Analyst
and Legislative Liaison to the House Finance Appropriations Committee Democratic Caucus where he
had the opportunity to work with Committee Chairmen Myrl Shoemaker and William Hinig on three
State biennial budgets (79-81, 81-83, and 83-85). It was after the 83-85 biennial budget appropriation
was completed in the Summer of 1983 that Gary left the State to attend Law School at Ohio State
University.
After graduating from law school in 1986 Gary relocated to Cleveland where he worked as a litigator
with the Gallagher Sharp Fulton and Norman law firm. He subsequently worked with the Hanna,
Campbell & Powell firm in Akron. In 2005 Gary accepted the opportunity to work with the City of
Cleveland Law Department. During his time with Cleveland, Gary has often focused on cases involving
the protection of the City’s local self government and municipal home rule powers granted by Ohio’s
Constitution. Gary has argued significant cases on behalf of the City before both the Eighth District
Court of Appeals and the Ohio Supreme Court on these constitutional issues. Gary currently serves as
Chief Counsel for the City of Cleveland and in this role was involved in negotiating and the
implementation of the current Consent Decree entered into with the U.S. Department of Justice
concerning policing in Cleveland and assisted in the preparations for the City’s hosting the Republican
National Convention.
Gary and Molly have been married for 41 years and they have three now adult daughters Sarah, Abby,
and Leah. Molly and Gary coached CYA volleyball (some years more successfully than others) for St.
Luke’s in Lakewood while their youngest daughters were in the 4th through 8th grades. They currently
reside in Cleveland’s Westpark area, warily eyeing the future as potential retirement looms ever larger.
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Singer
CONNIE L. FINLEY
Voluntary Service Assistant
Louis Stokes
Cleveland VA Medical Center
Volunteer Services

U.S. Navy Veteran
Connie Finley served as a Telecommunications Specialist in the United States Navy. After
leaving the military, she had worked in customer relations for various venues.
Ms. Finley began as a Volunteer in her journey at the Luois Stokes Cleveland VA Medical
Center, transporting patients to and from their medical appointments.
In her current day to day duties at the Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC she now works in the
Voluntary Services department. She assists in the planning of events for our Veterans that
recognize and celebrate all Branches of Service. She uses her gift of singing to honor our
country and those who paid the ultimate price for our freedom and at special celebrations and
commemorations for our Vietnam, Korean, and POW/MIA Veterans.
She mentors women and men that have mental health issues, and facilitates support and
recovery groups for women with addiction problems and who have been in places and situations
that have left them homeless, hopeless and in despair. She has worked/volunteered at many
homeless shelters and treatment centers.
Ms. Finley also works with prison ministries in combination with the City Mission of Cleveland
Ohio (Pastor Brent Richards). She also teaches Sunday school at her local church. She has also
had the opportunity in her life's journey to be a part of the Catholic Dioceses of Cleveland. She
has always been a caregiver and tries to encourage anyone that the good Lord places before her.
She has an older brother and sister and they also are the Lord’s servants in their own capacities.
She loves working with Veterans because it gives her the opportunity to give back, for she
appreciates the great sacrifice that we as Veterans were and are willing to make for the good of
our country and our loved ones. The families of those who lost a loved are very dear to her.
Ms. Finley has two beautiful daughters and one son, 10 grandchildren - 8 boys and two girls.
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All Actions S.305 — 115th Congress (2017-2018)

Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017

Vietnamese
Community

Section 6(d) of title 4, United States Code, is amended by inserting
“National Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29;” after “third Monday in February;”
Date

Chamber

All Actions

03/23/2017

Senate

Presented to President.

03/21/2017-2:41pm

House

Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without
objection.

03/21/2017-2:41pm

House

On passage Passed by voice vote. (text of measure as
passed: CR H2267)

03/21/2017-2:41pm

House

Considered by unanimous consent. (consideration: CR H2267)

03/21/2017

House

Committee on the Judiciary discharged.

03/21/2017-2:41pm

House

Mr. Goodlatte asked unanimous consent to discharge
from committee and consider.

03/16/2017

House

Ordered to be Reported.
Action By: House Judiciary

03/16/2017

02/14/2017

House

House

TOAN HUYNH
Lt. Jg. RVN Navy

Born :
POB :

6/25/1950
Saigon, South Vietnam

Rank :

Lieutenant JG, South Vietnam Navy.

US Naval Officer Candidate School graduate, Newport, RI (1970).
US Naval Inshore Operations Training Center, Mare Island, CA (1971).

Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
Action By: House Judiciary

Duty :

Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil
Justice.
Action By: House Judiciary

Residence: Cleveland City, Cuyahoga County, OH.

02/06/2017

House

Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.

02/06/2017-2:05pm

House

Received in the House.

02/03/2017

Senate

Message on Senate action sent to the House.

02/03/2017

Senate

Introduced in the Senate, read twice, considered, read the third
time, and passed without amendment by Unanimous Consent.
(consideration: CR S683; text as passed Senate: CR S683)
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Representative

Operation Officer, 25th River Assault Group,
Mekong Delta Mobile Riverine Force (1971 to 1975).

Current Occupation: M.Ed, ESL Teacher,
Lincoln-West High School
Cleveland Metropolitan School District
Volunteer Activity:

Past President
Vietnamese Community in Greater Cleveland
9

Vietnam Veterans Memorial “The Wall”

MARCH 29TH VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY 2017
NORTHEAST OHIO

25th Anniversary November 11, 2007
Washington, DC

PROGRAM
Assembly:

Ronald A. Schwachenwald, U.S. Army Col. (Ret)
Purple Heart Homes, JVCOCC and Vietnam Veteran

\

Master of Ceremonies:

Edward Pfahl, US Army
Small Business Consultant – Vietnam Veteran

Present Colors (**):

Gung-Ho Detachment
Marine Corps League

Pledge of Allegiance (**):

All attendees

National Anthem (**):

Connie Finley, Voluntary Service Assistant
Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center, Volunteer Services
Navy Veteran

Invocation:

Reverend George Hankins, Chaplain
Cleveland VA Medical Center, Dessert Storm Chaplain Veteran,
Son of 3 tour U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran

Greetings and Proclamations

Edward Pfahl and
Mayor Vic Collova
City of Garfield Heights

Photos copyright © 2007 R. Saikus

Reflections by Vietnam Era Veteran

Gary Singletary, US Army

Guest Speaker

Chief Counsel, City of Cleveland
Son of U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran

Thank You and Salute

Toan Huynh, Lt. Jg. RVN Navy, Past President
Vietnamese Community in Greater Cleveland

The Legacy of
March 29th Vietnam Veterans Day
County, State of Ohio and National

Rimantas Ray Saikus, President
James Quisenberry, Vice President
Equal Honor For All

50th Anniversary Commemoration
Pins and Certificates Presentation

Brian Maurer, Community Outreach Coordinator

Armed Forces Medley

Please stand when your service song is played

America the Beautiful

Connie Finley

Benediction:

Reverend George Hankins

Salute Colors (**):

Edward Pfahl

Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center, External Affairs

** Please stand
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